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Foreword

Starting wi t h 2007, t he A Me mor
Association, through the National Centre of, K Documentation,
Research and Public Information begans, publishing the
AMemor i al 19890, ass'cientific and
magazine comes with interesting ditts andydocumentaries that
approach different subjects related to~the Romanian Revolution
of 1989, the socipolitical changesdrom the former Eastern
European communist countries, Jand the particular period
pertaining to the communist dictatorship.

We hawe released.this.’special English version of the
magazine upon the request of our readers who are not familiar
with the Romanian language. This issue gathers the most
interesting studies and documentaries that have been printed in
our first ten editions ofhe magazine published in Romanian
language.

GinoRADO



The Civic Spiritof T1 mi kdurang the National
Communist Years

The idea according to which the Central European cultural model is
in fact a herald of political message has its own sigguifte which was
properly understood by some people and severely criticized by othAérs
the beginning of the 2D century, Transylvania and Banatiwere two
Romanian provinces that fostered the development of larger cities, such as
Cl uj ( Kol o z ¢Bva8sn)), ,SibiuB(Nagysrehen), ,Tayu r e K
(Marosvasarhely), and smaller urban centres able to build*up and develop their
own social and economic structures, such as Turdayw(Torda), Deva (Déva),
Miercurea Ciuc (Csikszereda), Sfantu Gheorghe (Sepsiszegyyyodorheiu

Secuiesc (Sz®kelyudvat), Hunedoara (Vajd
Silvaniei (Erdelysomlyd). Besides the largest«city of the western part of the
country, Ti mikoara ,({(UTemesv§sgr), ot her cit

(Lugos), Jimbok (Zsombolya),SinnicolauyMare (Nagyszentmiklés) also
emerged in Banat. In Bihor, the City,of,Oradea (Nagyvarad) experienced an
outstanding development, becoming thus the most important symbol of the
leadingedge cultural life while’ in’ the northern partRértium, the cities of
Satu Mare (Szatméarnémeti) and"Carei (Nagykéaroly) began to satisfy various
social and economic goals which required or facilitated numerous contacts
with the western areas of the former dualist monarchy.

The most important and codsirable process of modernization in
Banat and<Transylvania took place in Tin
in the aforementioned Romanian regions have been strongly influenced by
the cultural physiognomy of both i mi kandaGlup While the first city
has always been inclined to muléind interculturalism, developing thus a

! Thigds not about the nostalgia of the past, but about the illustration of the idea according to which
the past is frequently highlighting outstanding examples for the fufiergangene Zukunfthe past

of the futurg is a fundamental concept advanced by the modern universal historiography able to
demonstrate the manner in which the history creeps into the present or the causes which turned it into
a model for the future. Reinhart Koselleck, an illustrious historiaose work is considered to be one

of the most exhaustive and original studies of the-past Germany, has developed a {stlale

theory in terms of making the most of the experiences of the past. Within this context, he noticed that
each and every authémtproject relied on the background of the pasReinhart Koselleck,
Vergangene ZukunfZur Semantik geschichtlicher Ze8uhrkamp, Frankfurt am Main, 199%5ee the
Romanian version, IdenGonceptul de istorie [Concept of Historyranslation by VictoNeumann

and Patrick Lavrits. Studiu introductiinfroductory Studlauthored by Victor Neumann, Univ. Al. I.
Cuza Publishing House, Il axki, 2005



powerful civic patriotism, the second city has been attracted to the-ethno
linguistic identity which eventually led to the development of a typical
nationalism based on history and affinity. The frustrations brought about by
the second position held by Cluj in relation to Budapest and Bucharest, have
also been real and have temporarily hindered the embracement of the basic
principles of open society.

Pluralism and Pursuit of Freedom

The historical background briefly illustrated above.determined the
inhabitants off i mi kooadopta critical attitude towards the‘authoritarian
and totalitarian politics of that time. In spite of the changes’occurred in the
demographic structure that characterized the years which followed the First
World War and particularly the period thaiceeeded. the Second World
War, and despite the excessive monitoring of-the” individuals originating
from different linguistic communities, others than the Romanian
community, the inhabitants of the city managed to perpetuate a significant
part of the body bcivic values fostered and cultivated by the Austro
Hungarian Monarchy. Within this context’ which is impossible to compare
with other contexts afferent to different urban centres of the communist
Romania, the city ofT i mi, ktwrdimued to distinguish k#f by its
outstanding civic life. The meritito have understood the tremendous chance
of cooperation and consequently, to have comprehended the structure of the
communitarian life belonged to those who have felt, thought and acted
beyond the saalledethit or confessiondl affiliations. Particularly
captivate@d) by the status of being a
the people have.developed opeimdedness to the otherness of any type,
which, for the “west of the country where the linguistiad amligious
communities \were excessively focussed on their own identity, was quite
impossible=Far from referring to the climate of tolerance shown by a certain
majority towards the minority groups, this is all about the real cohabitation
where the civic dvelopment of the individual was considered to be a matter
of precedence.

What I think it is worth bearing in mind is that a wide segment of the
city inhabitants was longing for freedom; the people wanted to live a free
life, to be part of free trading taties, to travel unhindered across the

2 Victor Neumann, Multicultural Identities in an Europe of Regions. The Case of Banat County, in
European durnal of Intercultural Studies 8 (1) , 1997, Carfax Publishing House, pp-38 Franz

Liebhardt,Banater MosaikBeitrage zur Kulturgeschicht&riterion, Bukarest, 1976



border and to have access to information. The interest in having a steady
financial condition was always part of the living concept of the inhabitants
of Ti mi k €ansequently, the preoccupation for money, hanlgeh

management and purchase of goods has never been neglected and it

continued to exist notwithstanding the difficulties that characterized the last
yearsofCeau 0Wess alwe gi me. Even during the

the end of theeeée@Pers amd deecmare dur i

were several social categories who managed to keep reasonable living
standards. The stalled flea market which traded goods originating from
the neighbouring statese. Yugoslavia, Hungary, Austria and Germang
market which the authorities have repeatedly tried to supjirdssd an
exceptional role in preserving and
western material civilization. As for the need .for,'’knowledge and
information shown by the average citizényas a genuine need, proven by
the fact that the inhabitants ®fi mi kwmera freguently watching the TV
programs broadcasted by the televisions, ‘of*Belgrade, -Sadi and
Budapest. The manufacture of special TV aerials able to give access to the
televisons broadcasting in the neighbeuring'states had become a habit. One
of the regime representatives, who hadybeen sehtitani Kiotended to
eliminate all TV aerials installed ‘on‘the roofs of the buildings because he
was aware of the fact that the inimation received from different audio
visual broadcasters conflicted-with the official ideology and propaganda

The intellectuals have, let themselves shaped under and by virtue of
the older traditions of the, ¢ity; in other words, they became the product of
their living in this area/ They have been neither idolized by the masses nor
have they tried or attempted to impose certain models. Their air of normality
was astonishing-inyrelation to the appearance of other intellectuals from
other cities of Remania.hey have kept something from the features of the
former intelligentsia which claimed its origins in the culture of the Central
Europé. This is the reason why the inhabitants of Bucharest felt reluctant to
the values emerged and promoted By mi kaodaunfartunately, that
attitude continued even after the twilight of political events of 1989. It is
however certain that the cultural elite Dfi mi khadabengfited from no
publicity or advertisement. The fear to think differently from the way
imposed by lte regime was obvious and it emerged especially because the
Banat region was in fact the westernmost point of the country, giving thus
countless and uncontrollable opportunities to contact the outer world. The
discontent was also explained by the existepfceertain minority groups

® Franz Liebhardiop.cit.
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towards whom the officials showed constant reluctance and scepticism
Consequently, the continuous supervision of the Hungarian, German,
Hebrew and even the Serbian communities was-kvelivn. In fact, what |

want to emphasizés that as a consequence of fosteringThe mi e ear a
civic spirit, the inhabitants there were able to live a rather decent life
compared to other cities of the country.

As we all know, the communism pursued to indoctrinate the
population with completgldifferent standards, others than those pertaining
to the liberali bourgeois world. However, there are numerous\examples
which acknowledge that not everything happened as planned by the higher
officials of the communist regime. The preservation of aagerstate of
Central European civilization which actually derived from the Austrian
cosmopolitanism of the ¥8century allowed and fostered the existence of
many traditional communities i i mi kKsoch asahesGerman, Hungarian,
Romanian, Serbian and blew communities. On-the other hand, both the
interculturalism and the interconfessional values-explain the predilection of
the inhabitants of this city to leave the ghettos and to diminish or even to
reject the preoccupation for the purism ef origins.sTikiin fact the source
of the high reluctance towards the nationalistaditionalist* politics which
suppor t e &olkbbeistidba ac@orling to which the progress of the
linguistic communities might, depend on the embracement of a certain
organic seaial model. This natignalism lays particular emphasis on the
autochthonous values created and developed in the rural environment.
Nevertheless, this ideologyalways conservative and frequently xenophobe
and antiSemitic T had. numerous supporters in thaskern and Central
European states. It.is worth mentioning that those ideational orientations
have been based on the authoritarian
well as on the dictatorial regimes imposed by AntonescilCagca U K € S C U

The perpetuatin of the urban habits and the cosmopolitan ideology
specific to the Austrian empire enabled the survival of the decent standards
of living'as mentioned before. As a matter of fact, those aspects constantly
fed.the temptation to continue the professiosabaiative formulas required
notonly in the context of technical improvements but also to preserving the
existence of the | ocal community. As
and partially remained, until the events of December 1989, a multicultural
city par excellence and a city where thecstled ethnical frontiers had

* Victor Neumann Ebrei dopo diluvio. Gli orfani dé Mitteleuropa Lettera InternazionaleRoma,
no. 54, 1997, pp62-64.
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never reached the relevance of those characterizing the neighbouring
regions. Such attitude has never assumed or led to the disappearance of any
of the linguistic and religious commuiais. It is then natural to wonder
about and identify the effective means used to preserve the civic culture and
how such culture managed to contribute to the political metamorphosis of
1989.T i mi wwvasahe aity which fostered several phenomena which were
completely unusual for a country overwhelmed by tGee au KWess c u
dictatorship and which represented a genuine ayamte in terms of the

rich contents of ideas. The cultural manifestations were igitipl or
explicitly marked by both the symbols of roanformism and the veiled
challenge of the regime. The trend of thinking outside “the box was
structured and developed not only among several intellectual and artistic
circles but also within the sociabmmunity circles. Among others, the
following societies have excelledThe Sigma ‘Artistic Group, Banat
Aktionsgruppevhich gathered the German native-writdrse Bionic Group

led by Prof.Eduard Pamfil, the multilingual literary circles governed by the
Writersd Uni on o-<fonfdRonmeh gatherings, tha élm i nt er
libraries, The Phoenix BandAll were speaking out against the system and

all were engaged in permanent intellectual searches, categorically declining
the wooden language and the tatalan.ideology.

Sigma: A Genuine Eurepean Synchronisation

Il n an aceo9unt given in December 1990,
remembers exactly hawsti@roup 111 which later on became tt&igma
Groupcame into being. The idea of setting up an experimegntaip of the
visual artists of E.i'ymi kwha@se main goal was focussed on using the
constructive pringiples and implementing the prospective methods, emerged
after nN‘umerous and someti mes endl ess di
Roman™ Cot ok maim Flendod Th€ projects aerd to represent
s pe«xt al Acommuni cation systemso #Atail or ¢
spiaces designed to integrate artso. The
architects and scientists provided the group with an outstanding
multidisciplinary construction which was quite peculiar not only for the
gener al context of the 6006s but also wit
by a totalitarian regime. An ordinary kidney disease and some fortunate
circumstances ¢ayv eppitonityamtraveldot Paris,tteen t h e
capital of France. ARnThe kinetic art was
i mpressed by Schefferds || ight tower s. I
glance, the language of both the structuralism and the nouveau roman;



during my frequent tours to the theatre, | saw several plays signed by
lonesco or Beckett. | had with me a list of books drawn up by Ciocarlie,
books which | managed to buy and brought into the country, avoiding
somehow the customs search at my arrival in Ramamwas coming back
home determined to radically change both my method and my means of
work. But, once | came to Romania, | found again the obsolete formal
atmosphere of conformism mixed with the fear of contamination with the
decadence originated fronme West. 2 or 3 years had to pass until the
cultural freedom was actually felt. | was frequently meeting Livius,Ciocarlie
as our friendship had been deeply rooted since the classicalyhigh school
years. In all our discussions or work projects we were driethe same
goal: to search for and identify, each of us, in our ownsfield of work, new
methods of expression. We were both living the adventure of creation and at
the same time we found the fadingt of the traditional arts completely
irrevadrsibleod

The artist returned from Paris having his knowledge enriched by new
experiences, new readings and valuable impressions gathered while visiting
the most famous museums and art galleries where he had discovered the
marvellous achievements of the pioneergafistructivism, kinetic art and
l yric abstractieni sm. AHe was strolling
gallery after another, barely eating,enough to survive (sometimes one meal
every three days) and buying'books, cloths, disks and transistor. reléios
went to seeThe Bald Sopranojbecause, for us, lonesco as a mysterious
writer; we ~dv'd not even dare to iIimagine
cope with the inertias @f ‘& political system which opposed to everything that
involved changes and)whichmwoolled both the process of creation and the
creatorsidy |lives. He would find out t hat
emerged at the 'end of the sixth decade, mi wvasarr fact the beehive of
sufficient operminded persons who were aiming for a compyjetifferent
ideological*erientation; he would also learn that the city offered sufficient
civic-based references to accept the roles of the cultural experiments.
Cog\okmanodés portrait drafted by one of hi
day-is quite sugget i ve f or the atmosphere of cert
was an ardent fan of Bach and jazz. He was staring at you in a state of
growing consternation when you mistook
music. He paid a special attention to his clothing stytetaerefore he had

®Roman Cot ok man ,CreatioDd angl iEaropeaa Bynchronism. Artistic Movement of
Ti mikoara during tTheni &k®bés agnd 9t90e 70 s



his own personal tailor whom he recommended to all his friends; every suit,

raincoat or overcoat became a matter of creation. Embracing the latest

trends in fashion, he was seen as a trendsetter, particularly due to his nature

to fight eyond the first lineo (CiocOrlie, 109

background was far from encouraging the advancement of experiments in

the 60s Tamd ka&stikimpregnated with the cosmopolitan

dimension and some of its firstass artists (wean give here the example

of the illustrious visual artist Julius Podlipny) were playing essential roles in

shaping the new generations of artists. Dietrich Sayler, Paul Neagu, Roman

Cot okman, ktefan COl Sia tooky somehow adyv

taudht by Prof. Julius Podlipny. However, since for others<(the example of

Cotokman was probably fokhkowed by ot her

had become too exigent, the partnership did not lead to the expected

outcomes. As an dAindriNgwwy ngwaspsebksi pnis

in drawing; in his opinion, the artists who used, colours were just some

sapless whimper s, i nicva p a®bNeeertheldss, dr awi ng

Podlipny was one of the artists who stimulated the creation of the visual

artists of Ti mi K angpasiag the systemic method and the mixed

technique. As both the holder of outstanding cultural heritage and the

product of the Central European‘education system, his political orientation

belonging to the leftving ideology although sometimgdse easily slid to the

extreme leHwing ideology, he\spracticed art and pedagogy with great

fervency and his passion-had a major impact on the movement of the

cultural ideasimm i mi xo-@Ha was speaking Romani an gt

he had a very powerfupersonality, all phrases he delivered became

memorable. He had a’goatee; he was crippled, nervous, intransigent and

s ar ¢ aAtthésame time, he was that person gifted with divine skill and

knowledge to train and instruct others and some of the elostshed

Romanianh artists were in fact the produc

COl Si@am iIis just one example among many, m
Set up in 1966, th&roup 111ought be seen as an integral part of

the«special environment developed by the personalities who were living

here. It brought high hopes not only among the visual artists but also among

the intellectuals of the city; shortly after its setting up, it maddgeprove

that the multidisciplinary dialogue was fundamental for the proper

adjustment to the changes occurring around the world. Immediately after

Roman Cot ok man Gilouw fliilbetame th&Ryig Grdupier

® Livius Ciocarlie, DepictionirCr eat i on and European Synchronism. Artist
during the fpO0dsmardat heg I090.
" Ibidem



the contemporary art of Romania, tt&igma Groupoffered a new
understanding and a fresh definition of the world by appealing to grammar
of shapes, industrial aesthetics, marketing, industrial geometry,
complementary colours, design, descriptive geometry, bionic study. All five
members of te Sigma Grouptogether with a mathematician who joined the
group | ater on, pl anned t o i mpl ement n
pedagogyo but al so fAthe prifuncionpl es of ¢«
environment and the pf iBohcgropps fecusedf shape
on permanent references to the Nature, the Nduraber relationship, the
shape development process, the anthropology. losif Kirabne“vef the
former students of the Visual Art High School ®fi mi K whare the
members of th&igma Goup were teaching tells us how,the intellectual
environment governing that school at the
and perceive yourself as a person of th& 2entury;“\with no interest in
what had happened bef owhadnbtdifedforthégi Act ual |y
past: the present was so rich, we all lived the moment so intensely that there
was little room for something else. The art,the culture took shape before my
ey €sod
The students from that time.were reading Sartre, Kafka, Joyce,
lonesco, Hesse, paying also a special/attention to the -gaadé literature
pertaining to the social sciences, signed by Marshal Mc Luhan, Alvin
Tofler, Nicolas Schoffer. The music they were listening to was composed by
Sostakovici, Schonberg, ~Bartok, Stmaski. The environment was
stimulating and chall enging, t he studen
travelling companions.and that fact made them feel like they were stepping
in line with their masters to uncover the unknown. Stimulated by art films,
foreign pecialty books and magazines, numerous lectures on arts history
and study of visual languages, the students discovered the activity of the
Sigma Groug h t heir i mmediate proximity. The
powerful(So; as Kiraly confessed, the studesgs up their own artistic
groups_by means of which they fancied to cover the entire world and its
complicated issues. The exhibition organized by the students of the Visual
Art~High School of Ti mi kamch whach took place in 1976 in the
Kalinderu Hall inBucharest, acknowledged the existence of an outstanding
workshop like no other in the Romania of that time. An art critic compared
the exhibition of the students fromi mi kwiatrla fia vi vid and o

8 Constantin Flondor, in Depiction iGreation and European Synchronism. Artistic Movement of
Timk oara during t,heTi6ndibékso aarnad, t1h9e9 07.0 s

%losif Kiraly, Evocare in Depiction ifCreation and European Synchronism. Artistic Movement of
Ti mi koara during tTHeani &k®bés agnd 9t90e 70 s



assembly, captured in the making, in its full splendotihe dense
atmosphere of a perfectly balanced respect for tradition complemented by
the air of a sober and bold experiment, free from any prejudices and
snobbish mannerism are f|'QaCuttageg, above t h
the critic also noticed thahé exhibition had benefited from no publicity
although it had been almost certain that the contents of the works could
prove a genuine emulation. It became obvious that that high school of
Ti mi kwasaunique on the scene of the Romanian artistic eduacahi
guestion emerged almost instantly: which faculty operating in that field was
duly qualified to admit those students?
The Sigma Groupbuilttu p around Kkt efyan Bertal an &
Flondor, joined later on by other remarkable names, such“as Daranful
Molnar Zoltan, Dietrich Sayler, soon became a reference point not only at
the level of fine arts, where its contribution to the‘tevival of the language of
visual art had been decisive, but also at the devel of debates. Since the
craving for change wasbvious among all those artists, they became, in the
606s and 70606s, the »promoters of a diffe
somehow managed to programmaticallysevade the ideological control of the
regimé’. The skilfully advanced multidisciplinary approacihe artistic
pedagogy aiming at open systems; the ability to surpass the known forms
and to introduce the experimental’studies enabled the outset of a special aura
in the cultural mediaof i mi’'x,0dha Groupds goals envi sa:
universe as welbs the intention to engage the recipients into a constant
dialogue. The radicalizatign-of the individual experience became obvious to
each and every artist who either joined tBigma Groupor gravitated
towards this group. For example, | learnt that #ssumption of the
scientifdisve experi ment al model , by ktefan
visual arts in Romanta The temptation to imply the special interferences
electrified the\circles of qualified intellectuals©fi mi Kk oar a
The™existence of a ostructivism avantla-lettre which was to
impressboth the experts and the audience at the biannual event held in
Nurnberg din 1969, acknowledged not only the active participation in an
international artistic forum but also a genuine European synchramsatti
the studies conducted by the GroupToi mi k ©Bha achions taken to

VAndrei Pl eku, A Vi s uevéral @QuedtionsHin thértisti& Mbveneht ofand S
Ti mikoara duringl9%bhe 606s and the 70s
Y11 eana Pintilie, Benchmarks of Artistic Movement 0

Experiment in the Romanian Art after 19&ucharest, 1997
12Idem,intheDepictionirCreation and European Synchroni sm. Arti st
during the f19%s and the 70s



facilitate an authentic dialogue between the art and the science brought
about plentiful positive comments of highly qualified critics from both
Romania and abroa8igmahad managd to prove not only genuineness but

also an extraordinary team coherence as never seen before in other
intellectual circles. Since that kind of medium needed a challenge, it came
sooner than expected. ThisTiimekoana e
remans, even during its moments of utmost constructivism or programming

the pedagogy of the aesthetics of useful forms, under the auspices of nature

of

and univer al Achvabmogwat gal axyo emphasi

FlondorC 0 t 0 Kk ma nBertalam ds ¢ha pnary and bright.starts of-x

d e g MeTkefinformational tower Aa mul ti f usmcti onal S i

deemed as the most important achievement oStgma_ Groupjs itself a
conclusive and irrefutable proof of the attempt of bringing togethertheth
aesthetic and the social components. The maturity, of the artists was also
reflected by their attempt to coagulate the ccultural discourse and to
investigate and mend the soetaban grid

Eduard Pamfil: Tendency to Progressively Reconstructing the
Civic Society

Prof. Eduard Pamfil has heenthe coordinator of both the seminars of
psychiatry and the innovativ@irele of Bionicswhich has been joined by
numerous visual artists, musiciansjlplogists, historians, mathematicians
and philosophers. The setting up of a genuine ritual of ideas and prolific
dialogues and nonconformist postulations was due to this circle. The chance
meeting between the painter kthee f a n
Sigma Groug and Eduard Pamfil was seen as an important benchmark for
the creative atmosphere of the city. A colleague described that moment as
an ideal means of communication where the affective overlapped the
intellectual™As Pamfil said, descrign hi msel f at t he same
a cavalier of antconformism. All things, gestures, speeches which might
eventually end up in a placid and comfortable manner are definitely
avoided, and sometimes, unbearable for him; everything he does is marked
by this ardent goal: to be structured as a construction of something and to be
maintained by the perpetual pressure ofdelf s c o'h t e nt 0

13 Constantin Flondor, Depiction i€reation and European Synchronism. Artistic Movement of
Ti mikoara duringl®he 606s and the 70s
“Kktefan Ber t al &mation @ral pEuropedn oSynchiomism. Artistic Movement of
Ti mikoara duringl9%bthe 606s and the 70s

5 lon Nicolae Anghel,Cartea cu Pamfi[Revealing Pamfil, Ti mi koar a, 1996
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The civic sense, as a result of the education given by both his family
and the Parisian school he had attended imrteddiafter the war, enabled
Prof. Eduard Pamfil to become one of the most remarkable intellectual
benchmarks for numerous youth generations absorbed by the mysteries of

the universal cul ture. Pamfil s politica
scientisb s outstanding systemati c and phil oc¢

thinking has not benefited from any voluntary or involuntary multipliers
which emerged in the neighbouring states, such as Czechoslovakia, Hungary
or Poland. His criticism which had often targgtthe totalitarian ,political
phenomena has not been always fully understood but it hasymanaged to
stimulate the enrichment of knowledge and experiences needed to evade the
influence of NeeStalinist dogmatism. He had the same tendency to
progressively reanstruct the civil community as the ‘€zech, Polish and
Hungarian dissidents had. Although he made frequent references to them
whenever he had the chance, he failed to~initiate a genuine protest
movement

The cultivated speech and the exhaustive analysekeofociety,
easily noted due to his countless cenferences, had proven a responsible
understanding of the problems faced hy'the city inhabitants. He was a model
precisely because he had succeeded to communicate using a language
completely freed from theontrol of\the totalitarian ideology. Prof. Pamfil
has been an ardent supporter’of the puoopean orientation in culture and
consequently he had never, hesitated to express his opinions against the
traditionalist direction impesed by maswedia and schoolMusic and
poetry which he had/practiced beyond any material utility, created the
proper support for awide range of meditations which were far from a simple
game playing. Bamfil has never been influenced by the essentialism of the
previous century,or byhe essentialism which has often characterized the
20" century, Hé cohabitated with plurality, his opening to multiplicity of
meanings pertaining to social relations was obvious every time he went out
in public:*He shattered the theories which supportedsthgularity of truth
andqwhich tried to overlap the private and the public life. The liberal culture,
whieh seemed emancipated in relation to traditions and which occasioned
numerous critical analyses in respect to the ethabmased nationalism
prolifer at ed by the offici al i deol ogy has
beliefs. He constantly fed his knowledge and soul with the French literature
and, if | may say so, he has been one of the most educated scholars in




Ti mi kirotarmsaof philosophy of culterand politics. His vocabulary,
strongly influenced by his rich and welbcumented expertise in the field of
psychiatry, infused hope, being, at the same time, a powerful instrument
through which he predicted phenomena and events which were to happen.
As an assiduous explorer of the humamestaissance ideology and an
i1l umini st thinker, Pamf il felt responsi
freedom. He was reasonable in everything he said (however, due to several
occasions when he became too vocal,gaiicant part of his reflections
have not yet been published; nevertheless, his notes are all\gathered in
several volumes referred to lkear) and this is the reason why mest of his
political scenarios became plausible. His preoccupation to-shatter waghs
accompanied by the construction of his own speeeh. Sophisticated
combinations between speculation and pragmatism were frequently found in
all his meditations. On numerous occasions, Pamfil proved the purpose of

the convergent c o nsenof camoantcatianrfree frént he pur po
any type of dominati om0 and the meaning
professordéds questioms, supported by reli
social sciences, broke down the contemporary problems. His volumes of

poetry, i.e. Arioso dolenteand Idear 4anade me think that Pamfil had

understood, better than any of hisixcongeners, including here the comparison

with his youn.g®ey compeer s, why @Athe mor
al ways been peoets, even i f they had been

think this last reflection which-belonged to one of the most challenging
modern philosophers, Richard Rorty, is a true and exact definition of this
classical scholar of i ami KAs @a man fond of reading, he considered that
the relation between several humanistisciplines had no meaning at all
unless the spiritdalyuniverse and the moedearme political universe were
revealed.
Actively involved in the life of the foretress city, his presence in
different «literary circles, at the exhibitions of visual artistsd in the
conference halls has brought about the coagulation of several authentic
cud\t ur al circles and the arousal of the
culture. The professor has been the promoter of many of the cultural
societies in the city. Hisame was constantly present on the agendas of the
Uni versity Hall s, the Studentsd Cul tural
Writerso6 Union. He someti mes used to re
classical guitar or deliver speeches or moderate debatesstd around
exciting topics related to the philosophy of culture, philosophy of history
and anthropology. In a more specific sense, | cannot help reminding that the
help he offered to all those persecuted by the regime was substantial. It is



now common kowledge that the Clinic of Psychiatry ofi mi kaodahe a

Hospital of Psychiatry of Gttaia had bee
citizens, for all persons considered by the regime as socially impaired

individuals as well as for all those who hac ttourage to challenge the

nornthuman measures taken by thee a u KWe&ss crue gi me . The names
several illustrious writers, scientists, visual artists, educators were listed

among the patients of those healthcare facilities. His discretion was well

received g his fellow citizens. Pamfil symbolized the utmost moral

judgment which was impossible to question even by his, epponents,

therefore, the circles he had set up continued to decently reflectyhis ideology

upon the world. An entire generation educated invilesst survived due to

and with Pamfil. It was not just the hazard that for most, ofthose who used

to attend the cultural swolcii eitdleeasr aof t he
had become a symbol of the European civilization._His reflections had a

great impat on a relatively closed but highly important circle in terms of

preservation of the civil sense and the spread of'the antitotalitarian attitude.

Aktionsgruppe Banat: A Coherent Way to Challenge the
Totalitarian System

Apart from the circles mentionedave, theUniversitasliterary club
of t he Studenthsodo Art ARiensdrupge,Banatl s o kKknow
(Banat 6s Act-0n Group) hasTimeeowmardfaunded
Closely connected to the, modern social and political problems, the group
has soon beeoe theileading figure in the crusade against the official
ideology. Gathering”young German writers, such as Gerhardt Ortinau,
William Totok, Richard Wagner, Ernest Wichner, Anton Sterbling, Rolf
Bossert, Anton'Bohn, Werner Kremm, Johann Lippet, the Ijeriaib had a
prolific activity during the first half of the"™8decade. The texts written by
its members have been published in various German and Romanian
publications fromT i mi gk Braa yuy and Bucharest. Criticized and
cherished by the culturalrgss, the texts grabbed the attention of the
political police. Being under the surveillance from 1973, as evidenced by
well-documented testimonies, thktionsgruppe Banabhas been charged
with conspiracy against the communist regime. The German writekrs ha
published or publicly presented numerous poems and essays whose explicit
contents had often criticized the very essence and form of the dictatorial
regime from Romania of that time. The writers had knowledge about what
was happing in the world literatuend also about the latest developments
from Germany and Austria in terms of political ideas. However, the



pacifism of the previous generation left its mark on their way of thinking.
Highly qualified in terms of theory, the German writers had exhaustively
analyzed the newspapers and magazines of that time as well as the
legislation and the speeches delivered(bg a u Kte dearly understand

the direction and ideology of the political matters. For example, among the
poems read by Willam Totok to theJnivesitas literary club
(Aktionsgruppe Banyt we may find sufficient eloquent titles such as
Entscheidungsfragen bei einem MaémbzesqConclusive questions_to be
asked in a trial against the powe¥)it Chile im Herzen(Bearing Chile in

My Heart) Allerhand aus einem Modejournal, das ziemlich “teuer und
kulturausgerichtet is{Different aspects highlighted by a highiced and
cultureoriented fashion magazine). As a matter of fact,sthe’author of these
tittes was among those members of Aigionsgryppe Banatwho had been
constrfllgtly harassed by the communist regime. Ultimately, he ended up
prisorn .

The ideas discussed by the members, of the literary club suggested a
remonstrating state of mind. The populism and the propaganda which
distorted the Rommnian realities, the, hésitance of population facing a
political system.which was totally indif:
severely criticized by the club It is‘however relevant, from the perspective
of the civil culture and its rolenin shapinipe opposition against the
totalitarian system, the maoral, Straightness required to and from the
congener?.

16 William Totok, Apr esciveri Esewmet ykaaret.i col e -K94 [Balet e interviur
Considerations. Essays,, Atticles and Other Interviews 11994, laki, 1997. The <clergy
totalitarian regime changed the actual state of facts, giving a different interpretation to what has been

stated above. For example, in the case of the dissident William Totok, the documents kept by the

County Inspectorate within the Ministry of Internal Affairs showed that he had been prosecuted for

having proliferated, through his poems, a bourgeslsted igtology, cultivating thus the scepticism

towards and lack of obedience in respect to the laws and the totalitarian government of Romania.

Accordingtte. the criminal prosecution case file no. 2899/1995, prepared by the aforementioned
countydnspectorate,h@ehd been arrested and charged with Apropagand
™ Therexplanation of the particular situation of the German writers should take into consideration not

only the struggle of conscience felt by the entire German community dagngostwar period, but

al so the deportations of Ger man families, in the 5060
German community as a consequence of the constant pressures practiced by the communist

nationalist regime for assimilation purpos&he behaviour which particularized the young members

of the Aktionsgruppe Banain relation to other groups of Romanian writers, was mainly owed to the

access to the German culture, to other sources of information and implicitly to other social and

political benchmarks. This also explains the tendency of radicalization in terms of political ideas and

the refusal to be part to the regimentation process.

18 William Totok, Apreci er i neretukat e. Eseufl994 Bae ti col e K i a
Consideratims. Essays, Articles and Other Interviews 13894], l aki , 1997. The <clergy
totalitarian regime changed the actual state of facts, giving a different interpretation to what has been



It is all about that kind of intellectual honesty and, implicitly, that
sort of political sophistication which has been seldom expressed within the
Romanian intellectual circles. The conformism and opportunism have been
strongly rejected. On the other hand, as the literary historian Peter Motzan
noticed, the polemical and prescriptive commitment was more than obvious
in the activist and participativéyricism of those poets. The emphatic
presence of Richard Wagner and Rolf Bossert, the reflections and inquiries
of William Totok, the family biography illustrated by thorough and_detailed
chronicles and the questioning of the past from a modern pexsgeasi it
was the case of Johann Lippet, highlighted the manner in whieh the group
had focussed on a constantly moving reality, a reality which had to be
perfectiblé®. All actions carried out byktionsgruppe Banatmphasized a
clear dissociation from ewghing that had a declarative or hyperbolic
character. The ideas debated by the members of the'literary group pointed
out to an antagonist state of mind.

Despite the plea "tthat the minorityos
central subject of the group, the repentatives of the communist party
insisted on the fact that the Romanian Germans had risen against the state.
The communist officials justified thus their discontent in relation to the
antagonist attitude of the German‘writersTof mi «klo fact, thatvas just
a secondary opportunity to encaurage and accelerate the emigration of that
community to Germany. It is werth mentioning that the positions taken by
some of the members of thgktionsgruppe Banatould be found in the
Marxist ideology, proving="oncemore that the Romanian national
communism had nothingyin common with Marx. Moreover, those were the
yearswhelCe autWess acwegi me was get trightwingcl oser to
orientation, carrying into effect numerous principles characterized by
obvious dauvinistic, racialist and ar8emite contents. The articles
published in_thé journals from the Federal Germany gave detailed account
of the attittide of the German dissidentsTin mi kfmding aut, to their
utter astonishment, that even the Marxistadars had been forbidden in
Romania. Under suggestive headlines, such &lturpolitik mit
Polizeieinsatz. Marxistische Ruméniendeutsche stéren die revolutionare

stated above. For example, in the case of the dissident Willidok,Tine documents kept by the

County Inspectorate within the Ministry of Internal Affairs showed that he had been prosecuted for

having proliferated, through his poems, a bourgesaisted ideology, cultivating thus the scepticism

towards and lack of obehce in respect to the laws and the totalitarian government of Romania.

According to the criminal prosecution case file no. 2899/1995, prepared by the aforementioned

county inspectorate, he had been arreéestedegmndaeodharged
19 See Peter Motzary ©n t potrivit pOnt | a tare . Zece tineri poe:
Harsh WindsTen German Young Poets from Romanijcharest, 1982.



Ruhe i hres As ozi &Quliuslt Paditicsh and oPolicBt aat es
Repression.German Marxig from Romania Disturb the Revolutionary
Let hargy of Their inSocialisto State), a
paradoxical situation faced by both the aforementioned writers and the
Romanian state where almost everything had been prohibited, even the
dodrinarian debates, particularly when such debates derived from the
Marxist philosophical thinking. The journalist also criticised the populism
and the propaganda which distorted the R
ambivalence when dealing with a pmal system which showed no
compassion towards people. The generation of young Germansywriters from
Ti mi kwasaats@ known for its ingenuity and originality-insterms of the
literary practise pertaining to different states from the Eastern and Central
Europe.

Although it ceased to exist after few years™from its inception, the
merit of the group was that it knew to defend itsewn dignity as well as the
dignity and values of the inhabitants of a city subject to direct and particular
persecutions due to itgather cosmopplitan orientation. Althought
Aktionsgruppe Bangt ad had ,an™=active involvement I
1972 to 1975, the echo of its initiatives failed to mobilize the citizens up to
turning them against the regime. On‘the other hand, the&ewriters had
proven that the expression of a distinct and coherent manner to challenge the
system was still possible and” consequently, they soon became the
benchmar k f osayal l fellow citizens. Sever
one of the mostrear k<asb|l e Romani an poets of the ge
Ti mi kwas highlylinfluenced by the preoccupations of his German
peersfromli mi ko®edbating together on the fnABeal
and commenting/together on the western literature asasebn different
i nterna’l and international political I S S|
of his close«elationship with the German writers. It is also true that his state
of mind, similar to the state of mind of his generation, had been fueglled b
his contaet with the worldwide music movement. During his college years,

Ped\ru I lieku has been the promoter of t
Studentsbé6 Arts Centre and therefore, he
occidental heavy rock. Consequentlyli® 8 2 , l'liekxku gave rise t
of challengingCe au e s crue gi me . The | eafl ets he di
i ncorporated powerful sl ogans such as f
withCeauwesaanuw ADown with the Communi st Pa

by Alexandru Gavriliu, another poet fi mi k Arr@sted shortly after

2 Dieter Schlesak, ifrankfurter Rundschaul0.07.1976



making public his antagoni st attitude,
released as a consequence of the interventions made bylitorin-chief of
the German newspaper, Nikolaus Berwafiggdnce more, the population
found out that a new way of expressing opinions, completely different from
the servile propaganda imposed by the regime, was still possible.
The same S Centegwhers tbaktidrisdruppe Banavas
activating and wher¢? et r u | | i eku wa sbhaseddcultare t i si ng a
which kept up with the European latest trends, was to host many other
groups of young writers willing to cultivate their literary and artisalents.
iPavel Dano Landoimury SOwdpgies e, publ i st
in Romanian, Hungarian and German languages, distinguished themselves
among those groups. The end of the seventh decade-found numerous
students off i mi kfullyaaware of theimportance of writing a poem, an
essay or a reportage, and cognizant of the significance of expressing and
adhering to a strong professional creed. The curigsitgsed games, much
more discreet in terms of the problems imputed to the regime than those
pertaining to the German literary group, were apparently benign.
Nevertheless, their role was to be properly perceived since they struggled to
preserve the very essence of the professional and edizemied activities.
It happened that those young wder"\wh o wer e RBaveihdDagothe
Literary Groupbe the representatives of a generation for which the French
and English literature had beeome the first and only benchmark in terms of
cultural orientation. Some=of-those writers also read books with rich
ideological contents, authored by novelists subject to censorship, such as
George Or wey | , Mi |l an Kunder a, Al exandr S
the literary club took) advantage of the journeys abroad made by their
relatives, friends-and acquaintancesowtad accepted the risks of bringing
into the countryssome books characterized by incendiary messages against

2L Nikolaus Berwange German newspaper and poet, has been the representative of all Romanian
minorities;*assigned to the central committee of the communist party. In spite of his collaboration
with~the regime, some of his actions were quite beneficial for the people heeme since he

managed to effectively protect numerous persons investigated or under investigation of the political

police. Petru Ilieku considers that, among other meri:t
by BerwangerNeue Banater Zeitungvas, for many years, one of the most liberal newspapers edited

in Timikoara during the years full of tensions and co
Il'lieku acknowl edges that he al so beneefiadwend from t he in
he had been investigated. il remember that, in spite
newspapers of Ti mi koara and the AOrizontdo magazine

forbidden by the regimej.e. the history of Hebrews from Banat, Berwanger assumed the
responsibility to publish such texts (1984), reason for which he was severely criticised by an official
in charge of the communist propaganda, Eugen Florescu, assigned by the central commigee of th
communi st parcty in Timikoar a



the totalitarian regi me. Al exandra I ndri
Andreas Lillin, Frany6 Zoltan became real models for a generating

undergoing continuous development. These are the writers who took the

chance to speak openly about the literary and universal philosophy works

which had been completely ignored by the editorial and academic curricula.

Under the guidance of one of the aforetr@red writers, numerous debates

on the extraordinary books authored by Raymond Aron, Michel Foucault,

Jacques Derrida were frequently organized. Again, the intellectuals could

turn their back on the illiteracy propagated by the ideologists of the

communis party.

A Rel i abl e Representsaaswi ve of t he
Resistance: Phoenix

ThePhoenixband was one of the cultural creations with huge impact
on the young generation. It is almost sure that, this rock music band enabled
a tremendous social cohesionlin mi Kvbhease pasitive echoes were soon
spread all over the countrihoenixhas een aenuine symbol for the
inhabitants ofT i mi kas avellaas for the future generations that were
brought up under the influence of\the.cultural and artistic auras of the city.
As a multicultural band, bringingtogether Romanian, German, Hungarian,
Serbian ad Hebrew musiciansRPhoenix succeeded to distinguish itself
through its piercing perceptian-of the social and political realities. The texts
enhanced by captivating-music sounds were in fact a manifesto of the young
generation, a protestsagainst indoctrination and mediocrity. The has
created a new style, constantly cultivating its own insight in relation to the
fusions between-the local culture and the European civilization. The music
and photography of the hippy movement were the main sources of
inspiration for thePhoenix band n t he fA6fthés bohemi an ment al
colourful@ppearance and the ideas disseminated by the representatives of
the newpeaceful rebellion, also known as the flep@rer movement,
simply fascinated us. We were confident that that was the path wiualdsh
be“followed by every young individual impregnated with the craving of
getting rid of the fake mor al and the se
interdiction to listening to certain radio stations, the dissemination of certain
music or art magaziseor specialty journals originating from the Western
Europe and which were considered decadent and outrageous as well as the
more and more obvious, substantial and uncontrolled censorship of the
entire cultural and artistic life, aimed to deviate the dyicaffow of
changes foreshadowed for the near future. However, those who had been



touched by the bug of freedom were able to find the way to evade

oppressive barriers and to have access to real and accurate information.

Each and every edition of wekhown magazines such @&ravo, Musical

Expressor Rolling Stoneswas read over and over again; in fact every

edition was engulfed, if we can say so, by the young people who were
ecstatically trying to fdlkersamefears,t hemsel v i
the @ 0 s , coexisted with endless searches o
the wide public. The songs conveyed the thoughts and feelings of a

generation who constantly strived to express freely, ridiculing ,stereotypes.
Phoenixshowed that a new movement hageb brought forthiT i "mi Kk oar a

it was the movement of the young people who were able,to,express freely

their thoughts and to ignore the formalism. The concerts-ef the band have

often delivered political messages and despite the, fact that some of the

messges were quite rudimentary expressed, they, had a huge impact on the

public. The Lyra Hall where the Phoenix Club was,based and where most of

the concerts were organized, was adorned with*most peculiar items, such as

chains, bike wheels, motorcycle engingsinting frames. That was the very

place where, due to the affability of.several administrators, Phoenix was

able to express freely, rehearsing the, songs which brought about their

outstanding success or giving concerts three times a week, in spite of the

interdiction imposed by the communist officials. The European rock music

finally reached Romania as a-result of the prolific activity of this rock band

from T i mi kTha soags-performed Mhoenixmet all expectations of

the generathaomNdsofbetclheais@0ddhaandusdaic repr
alternative to all ideolagieal lies, a refuge against the cult of proletariat. The

emotional power of the music played Biioenixwas tremendous especially

because it allowed'a new world to be heard: the Occigbith captivated

and allured those who had been deprived of the right to contemplate it. The
visionatry nature of the bandés members A
population“and event the political analysts allowed to be cheated by the

superficies of th spiritual and material freedom, that everything was no

more\than an elaborate masquerade. The sharp perception of reality has
individualized and outstripped them. The aggressive text against mediocrity,
indoctrination and basically, against the powerabee the manifestos of the

young generation. Songs likéremui, Canarul Tot u K i sunt ca vVvoi

*2Nicolae CovaciPhoeni x..[Pmedn iew ],Buckareshd$94.



Times, The Canary, And Yet | am Just Like ¥oulwer e sayi ng mor e

thousands of pages of sociol &gical analy:
The challengesfahe generation whose representative had become

the band of Nicolae Covaci, Florin Bordeianu, Josef Kappl, Gunter

Reininger, Bela Kamocsa, Mircea Baniciu soon turned into a real problem

for the authorities. The constant surveillance ofRheenix Bandead fallen

within the powers of all officials in charge of propaganda in the city and the

county. The nonconformist behaviour of the band members, their clothes,

the new type of social relations promoted by the band and theflack of any

inhibitions when confynted with the authorities had generated a‘ecompletely

new atmosphere in numerous social media. The lyrics were also the product

of several skilful writers trained in the academic environmerit ofmi Kk oar a

and the examples provide®tbagndi Andr eCOU¢

were outstanding. The powerful bond between theulyricists, the musicians

and the public reflected a smouldering resentment against the communist

authorities, the marginal conditions of the youth~and basically, against all

who tried toforbid the right to contemplate the occidental world. The

Phoenixhas been an exceptional culturalland social benchmark, responsible

for having cultivated a distinct attitude 'in the pes&r community of

Ti mi kWhatrtleePhoenix Bandsucceeded to do fol i mi kcanabe a

translated as a constant persiflage of the communist authority, a

multiplication of the number ef\young people who were to contradict and

challenge the official ideology.
The 606s~nand 700s brought tio | ife a g

common with the communist party. The leader ofRheenix Bands right

when he remembers that, during that period, there were very few people

who st i kI believed in the communi st sl o
wasted their words trying to convintlee people of what they themselves
gave U\ p believingo (Covaci,1994). Howeyv

continued to be used in different social groups and the personal interests

were much more obvious than the freehearted affiliation to the communist

idealogy. The verticality remained an attitude which surpassed the

diffieulties faced by the community @i mi kaoedaheRhoenix Bandas

encouraged it through its numerous concerts. The visionary style and

attitude of the songs proved that the band has dopebhlc service by

keeping awake the peoplebs awareness in

% C. Postolache, Foreword to the book authored Byh 0 e n i x... [Phaehix asdu
me § Bucharest, 1994,



values. The band had become an outstanding milestone for those
generations as well as for the generations to come due to its continuous
betterment, the periodic reneld its repertoire with west European songs,
the use of the statef-the-art instruments and the efforts made to approach
the concerts in a professional manner. The role played by Ginter Reininger
was more than exemplary in relation to the aspirationskie¢ above.
Bringing together people of different nationalities, ®leoenix Bandkept

the Banatoés tradition of |l inguistic plur
Banat s multiculturalism was.,\s'carcely ex|
to the Romanian folklore, a moment whom Nicolae Covaci and seme music

critics considered highly sihmportant for

have been a moment of unfortunate inspiration, at least’ when speaking
about the contribution it brought to the civic cuétuf.the inhabitants of

Ti mi kK Neaxartleeless, this option has been “ansideological movement
which, whether agreed or not by some group leaders, has been in harmony
with the objectives pursued by the communistiregimes to accustom again to
the nationalistgoals. Although this was net the first mischievous trick
successfully played b§ e a u 0Wess a e g1 me , it was one of t
artifices with longterm consequences. lt-is quite unpleasant nowadays to
find out that the totalitarian policy has fully hefited from the
propagandistic effect of the pRomanian music, insomuch as any other
system which claims itself as-the product of ecalbed monoculture takes
advantages from the philosophies inspired from and by the traditionalist
ideas. Despite thishertcoming and from the perspective of genuineness, we
will always admit thaRhoenixhas created musi€antafabuleremains one

of the reference songs for the history of music and culture that characterized
Ti mi wobthe séond half of the ®@entury. From a civic perspective, it

is worth mentioning that the band members were able, for a limited period
of time though, to generate a genuine state of mind where their critical
language gave hopes for freedom to several generations living ore¢fae B
banks._Soeme of thBhoenixfans have been literally shocked and outraged
when\the band left the country for good. You may now wonder why. Well,
there had been abandoned one of the few forms of protest, which, at that
moment seemed still possible: thetige participation in the avagarde

music movement. The young people came to the concerts also because they
felt much stronger together. Being assimilated to the loss of the favourite
music, the emigration of thehoenix Bandrought about and increastk
exodus of several groups of inhabitant§df mi Kk oar a



Echo of the Hungarian Revolution

All cultural circles have influenced larger or smaller social groups.
As we have seen, those were defence mechanisms against the abuses
committed by the totakrian system. Nevertheless, there have been cases
when the community of T i mi kK endbraced an explicit political
orientation, taking a stand against the domestic communist regime_or against
the Soviet domination exerted upon the countries from the ,Cesnicil
Eastern Europe. The phenomenon involving the rejection of ‘the extreme
left-wing ideology had been more obvious as the hunger, theypitiful salaries,
the ideological lies, the dirigiste economy and the laek~ef planning had
literally threatened the biodfical existence of the population of Banat,
accustomed to a higher standard of living than the“average standard of the
population from other regions of Romania. In~1956, numerous workers,
clerks and students as well as all inhabitant¥ 9f'mi klagoj; Aaad and
Resita protested against the Soviet invasion in Hungary. The solidarity with
the Hungarian revolutionists was so streng that, at a certain peinthe
last week of October and first week, of November, it seemed that those
manifestations had gatut of hand and might set off the revolution in
Romania too, starting from the western part of the country, as it did happen
three decades later. Everywhere you could find powerful slogans and

|l eafl ets such yas: AWe are agaionstsed®8SRO,
ADown with ~Gheorghiu Dej and his pack of
for freedolm and a better [|ifel! o, AStuden
t he Kr emlli)n mur derer s from Hungary! o,

AiFreedom S n Humeairy, Re mé fMhe&xamplembd ! o
the actions initiated in 1948 by the students attending the Faculty of
Medicine and Pharmacy and particularly the civic conscience of the students
of the Polytechnic Institute, who, from October to November 1956, had
fearlessly organized protests and raised-tatdiitarian claims, similar to
those\pertaining to the Revolution from Budapest, proved that the citizens of
TT=mi kwera noaindifferent to the political system, the Soviet pressure,
the communist officialsthe living standards and the submission towards
Moscow

The fact that the news regarding the Hungarian Revolution of 1956
has simply electrified the academic environmentTof mi kKamda thad

M. Sitariu, Rezi stenSa @nmi komuai 4195656 [ The Communi st
Tim koay aBuoObreégkti, 1998.



numerous persons from other social segments spread detddeaadtion
on what had happened in Budapest, alarmed the executive officials at the
regional and national level. The promoters of the movement (Teodor Stanca,

Aur el Baghi u, Friedrich Barth, Ladi

Balaci, Gheorghe Pognd Cai s Mu Si u) had shown a
of the problems faced by the Central and East European countries and
particularly, by the Romanian state and consequently, they acted as the
heralds of a tremendous social dissatisfaction (Baghiu,1990; Stanca,1990
Instigating to actions similar to those occurring in Hungary, filing_explicit
statements that emphasized sedamocratic ideas and being interested in
the connection between the Hungarian and the Polish, movements, the
students had proven an outstamgdpolitical thinking. The rejection of both
the Soviet domination and the intervention of the USSR army in Hungary
had been themes frequently debated by the students of the Polytechnic
Institute. The anttcommunist actions had /been sparked by the
discontetment to the relations of subordination ‘of the Central and Eastern
European countries to the system imposed-by the Soviets. It was for the first
time when that was to be perceived, te_its full extent by full masses of
citizens, particularly due to the armiedervention from Hungary. The weak
points of the communist regime from.Bucharest and the fake news which
was spread by the central press and which contradicted everything that was
happening in the neighbouring’eotintry were subject to exhaustive debates.
The information received from Radio Kossuth was to become the
main reliable source of news’in relation to the revolutionist actions from the
Hungarian capital. Dué ‘to its geographic location in the proximity of the
national borderT i mi "khadats cavn Hungarian native speakers who were
willing to spread-the news on the Hungarian events. And so they did. The
student’so civic and political cul
statements.to include numerous and reliable references to thésmagn of
the communist totalitarian system: the dissolution of the cult of personality,
the rational development of the economic sectors and the conclusion of
commercial agreements with all countries concerned, including the capitalist
states, the retreaf the Soviet troops from Romania, the governance of the
country regul ated by the countryos
for students and pupil s. The trial
emphasized the degree of concern shown by theneelpd by Gheorghiu
Dej in respect to what had happened Tni mi k @he raathorities

acknowledged the danger of the events which had taken pldce imi Kk oar a

in October and November 1956. The county court found that the students
had attempted to set of movement of vast proportions, similar to the
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Hungarian movement, and it seemed that the judges were right. The leaders
of the movement of i mi w®vera setenced to eight, six and four years to
Acorrectional prisonsao, a ¢the o/ilitary n g
Court of Ti mi K.oTae documents point out that a second group of
students was also convicted based on similar arbitrary judgments. One of
the punitive measures which were particularly taken by the government
against the students af i mi akwas the interdiction of any forms of
association. In spite of this measure, numerous associative cultural and civic
forms appeared during the following period. The harsher became the
surveillance, the more elaborate were the protection measuresytakem by
promoters. Nevertheless, the protest movement of 1956Tromn1 kvasa r a
the most important action which had taken place in Romania, during the
dictatorship of Gheorghe GheorgHej. It proved, once ‘more, that the
inhabitants off i mi khadaam @utsinding civic courage and were capable
of solidarity in relation to planning and expressing a strong opposition
against the system

Despite the effort made by the population to resist and cope with a
system which was systematically destroying the individine intellectuals
had failed to draw up an alternative political project and to plan in advance
the administrative changes from“~December 1989. Were the intellectuals
short of pragmatism or courage to\bring their protesting thoughts to an end?
Perhaps thy did. Most likely,-the” absence of preoccupation for political
thinking, a preoccupation which unfortunately had been forbidden in all
training facilities for deeades, was a decisive factor. Irrespective of the
multitude of proofs of €ivic culture whichheerged inT i mi wdoriag tle
communist period, (it)is more than obvious that a properly organized

democratiise opposition, similar to
ASolidamnnosco Union of Pol and, t he
missing.Mo .k € over , the status of At he s

the absence of a minimal local autonomy have also impeded the
materialization and the coordination of a movement similar to the
movements from the neighbouring countries. In spite of thetdmoimgs
deseribed abovel i mi kwasato laecome the first Romanian city which
has fully understood, through the majority of its citizens, the need to change
both the Romanian president and the communist regimemi kobther a
postwar time managed somew to preserve a fragment of its leng

t o t hi

t he i (
di ssi
econd

% M. Sitariu, Rezi stenSa @nmi komuai 419656 [ The Communi st

Tim koay aBuoObegkti, 1998



established civic culture and this culture enabled the extraordinary anti
C e a u kaadsantimsommunist demonstrations from December 1989

Ph.D. Victor NEUMANN



FromTi mi kto Berlira
Herta Muller and her GermanPeers of RomaniarOrigin from Banat, in
the EastGerman STASI files, from 1987 to 1989.

When Herta Muller, German writer, originating from Romania, was
awarded, at the beginning of October 2009, the Noble Prnizéeiature, the
German public opinion focused inevitably on her native region, the Banat
region, | ocated in the westermypart of RO
well as Hertei M¢l I erds nat al pl ace, Ni Sc
was literally ruined from the material, spiritual and moral perspectives, by
Ni col ae Ceaukescu and the (Securitate has
Muller writes about the oppression she and her travelling companions
experienced.

In the fall of 2009 these facts have aroused.Germans attention as never
before and continued to keep this peculiareffect till the present time.
Unfortunately, no special attention was paidto the fact that the history of
persecution of Herta Miuller and her friends; Germaiters of Romanian
origin, found a seguel i n Germany even f
city of Berlin. There, within a definite period of time, the Ministry for the State
Security of the GDR (German Demaocratic Republic) began to implement its
inventive repression methods against those writers.

As if a secret service_had not been enough, the Ministry for the State
Security and the German_Secret Police dealt with Herta Muller and her peers.
Starting witt’h the | at eiciafdlgbdrat@an(@N)t he ear |y
of the Ministry for the-State Security who used to travel to Romania, submitted
numerous reports~describing a young and unconventional generation of
German awriters which, starting with the e
over the Adam MullerGuttenbrunrLiterary Society froml' i mi kKSoraer o
its important,members, such as Richard Wagner and William Totok, had first
joimed the AAktionsgruppe Banato [/ AAct i
years later, the Group was annitetby the Securitate. Herta Miller and
Helmuth Frauendorfer first joined the Literary Society in 1977. Their fearless
goal was to lay the foundation of a modern and criticizing literature as well as
to approach new forms of writing. Inevitably, their ag¢nslashed on two
obstacles: the traditions of their peers and the Romanian socialist governance.

As far as the Eastern Berlin was concerned, the emergence of the
nonconformist generation was a genuine problem for Romania. Consequently,

" This article was issued first in GermarDie Welt/ Lumea/ The Worldewspaper



the Ministry for the State Security chose to cautiously monitor the entire
situation. Although no connections had been set back then between the German
Ministry for the State Security and the Romanian Securitate and the Romanian
state had already proven to be an unreliabige particularly starting with the
mid of the 606s, the Ministry assumed t h:
such groups in time and act accordingly.
However, in December 1985, the Ministry for the State Security
decided to draw up the first indeard for Herta Mdiller: obviously, this was the
first sign that the poet had somehow become a priority for the Secret Police of
the German Democratic Republic. Unfortunately, this first outrageous action
taken by a Secret Police faced an inexplicable rgéignorance. ‘Among the
few data the Ministry for the State Security registered back then was the year of
her birth, her activity as publicist, as well as her aGDRess, pointed out as
Temesvar / UVRThe Ministry for the State Security*usedthe Hungaranen
f or ATi irei Tenoeawara Moreover, the Ministry considered that this
large city in the western Romania was somehow subordinated to the Hungarian
state territory, becaus®lVR was in fact the usual abbreviation for the
Republica PopRé¢é@aple 6ngRe p @b Were theo f Hungar
collaborators of the Ministry for the State, Security not aware of the fact that
Ti mi koveel as the entire westernwegion had been recovered by Romania
from Hungary, after the Second Werld War? Were they siilgumaps dated
back to the end of the century?‘Although the answers to these questions are still
waited for, one thing is though clear: the classical example of the combination
between the arrogance- of" power and stupidity which almost always
characterizeghe representatives of dictatorships. Nonetheless, Herta Miller
was seen @s a publicist with close contac
and theRSR(the Socialist Republic of Romania). As a matter of fact, Bromme,
a fAmor e\t han qtutlelMiniktiy fordhe StateaSedurdtyi, smould
have known_thiS better since Romania was one of the territories he was in
charge of.“For example, in the summer of 1985, he recruited four GDR
students;~prior to their arrival in Bucharest, as unofficialaboltators (CN),
asking them to closely monitor their colleagues and to give reports on the
events taking place in Romania. Undoubtedly, some informatioiesta
Muller was also coming from these circles.
In the spring of 1987, demoralized by tpesssure the Securitate
exerted on them, Wiliam Totok, Herta Miller and her husband, Richard
Wagner decided to emigrate ttee Western Berlin. They were soon followed
by their friend and colleague, Helmuth Frauendorfer, who came to the Western
Berlin in December the same year. From there, they continued their critical
debate orCeauwwsesacwegi me and made wuse of all me



there to act freely, particularly from a political perspective. They revealed their

own experiences as well as theaas#rophic situation of Romania through

interviews, articles and public discussions and they joined all political actions

that vehemently criticize€ e aukwessu rat egy and policies
depreciation.

Initially, their actions were disregarddéy the Ministry for the State
Security because nothing they did was directly affecting the GDR. However,
the situation changed when they soon met the GDR dissidents, who had their
citizenship withdrawn: Jurgen Fuchs, Freya Klier or Wolfgang Templin. This
latter group was also living in the Western Berlin, they belongedsto the same
generation and they debated in a way similar to the political system in GDR. At
the same time, they mediated contacts with their friends frem-the Eastern Berlin
and with the lodagroups that were militating for civil rights:

Consequently, the German writers of Romanian origin shared their
goals and experiences with their peers from the brought their lives and
knowledge to Eastern Berlin, attended private or, ecclesiastic ectuteset up
contacts with other people who vehemently criticized and opposed against
communism. At that point, the Ministry forthe“State Security became active.

When Richard Wagner and William Totok attended, in June 1987, the
Kirchentag von Untefa gathering of the.eriticising Christiarisa ut horjf 6 s not e
held at the Evangelic ChurcEum, Vaterhaus[T h e L or d]dos House
Baumschulenweg in the EastermBerlin, the priest read a message of giving up,
from a fabricated telegram, andhthat reading was hedehbljsteners.

Zum terhaus Chuh from Berlin


http://de.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Datei:Berlin_-_church_'Zum_Vaterhaus'_2_(aka).jpg&filetimestamp=20080707183941

However, the event was also attended by at least two CNs: Rainer Schedlinski

a GDR writer used?by the Ministry for the State Security as an unofficial

collaborator, also known by the name Gérhard and a journalist from

DresdaHans ReimannThe snitchGerhardsaid that it was hard for him to
understand what they were saying becaus
| anguagebo and t he aldaosu Retmamma coeeft t he c hu
operative, warnedontlbanger t hat At hose Romani ansao
opportunity Ato expres$anpRembnmsal |y in t|

reported, the Romanians tried, to emphasi:
be and that socialism can sometimes be more dangerous fomtia@kind
than the fascismo. Althoughyhe failed to

Wagner and Totok, a serious warning signal soundedsfor-the Ministry for
the State Security.

A speech delivered by Herta Miller at the Treptow Culture Regional
House in he Eastern Berlin, in the late September 1988, aroused the

peopl ed s Gerhard reer pecsrtt. e d t“hat, according t o
opinion, the leaders of the new generation emerged in the GDR should
organi ze better twoAd gain a Amore political

At that time, Herta Miller, together'with her German conigas of
Romanian origin and other Edstixopean dissidents have been actively
involved in the organization .,of;aAction Day of Romania the entire
Europe. That event, which fihally took place on Novembef 1588,
commemorated the major rebellion of therkers from the Transylvanian
B r a kaaebellion which-had been brutally stifled by the Securitate in the
previous yidewar. The purpose of that event
on the terrifying conditions in Romania and to condé&@mm a u K s saee g i
at the international level. The action was attended by the ecclesiastic
communities and,the militant groups for human rights in the entire GDR and
they considered the event a fortunate opportunity to take a stand against
their own government. Furtherngrnot only that they organized counter
publicity~actions at the level of the entire country, but they also held
numerous exhibitions and delivered countless lectures on Romania and
prepared protest letters to the GDR government blaming it for having
confared the Karl Marx Order t&C e a u kiesteaduof opposing to his
barbarian domestic politics. Their protests were more vehement when
Ce a u kvisited the GDR on November 17and 18' 1988 and his visit
was more than welcomed by the official mass medi.eflorts of the
Ministry for the State Security were then focused on keefirga u K e s c u
away from the critics and protests and consequently, numerous dissidents
had been subject to house arrests dutirga u KWe&ss wu s i t .



On November %' 1988, the chif of the Ministry for the State
Security, Erich Mielke submitted to Erich Honecker-pajes informative
report on the topic related to thction Day for RomaniaThe report

pointed out, among others, that fnpoetry
Germansof Romanian origin, who are now living in the Western Berlin, is
being reado in Ghetsimani Church from 1t}

Berg. The report pointed out particularly to Herta Muller and Richard
Wagner, but also to William Totok and Helmutha&endorfer. Another
report submitted to the Ministry for the State Security said that similar texts
were also read during Aan. imformation a
situation in Romani ao hfmml Fennpfublof t h e Evart
Lichtenberg Distiet from the Eastern Berlin.

The Ministry for the State Security compiled elaborate files on the
rogue Germans of Romanian origin and sent them to.the Data Centralizer of
Socialist Secret Services from MoscovgOUD, (System for Joint
Acquisition of Data orEnemies) The files were'\carefully kept under lock.
Mor eover, Hel muth Frauendorfer became a
Intelligence Service the moment he joined"thiiative for Freedom for
Those Who Think Differentlynitiative kreiheit fir Andersdetende in the
Western Berlin. By means of that'group of action, the GDR dissidents who
had their citizenship withdrawnxand the workers in the West Berlin
continued their protest against'the SED regime and supported their friends
in the GDR. After having meduced a broadcast for the German radio station
about the I|l~ammtndtewo h@maisrowonecker and C
August 1988, Helmuth ‘Frauendorfer became a personegrada in the
GDR, until the fall of the Berlin Wall.

The same! restriction wasnposed on Herta Miller and Richard
Wagner, after a'sadio broadcast, aired by RIAS, a \Bedin radio station,
on October.1% 1988 when several texts authored by them were publicly
read. The day that followed the radio broadcast, while Herta Miller and
Richard'Wagner were preparing to attend a Romanian event organized at the
Church of Reconciliation / Versohnungskircieom Dresden, the GDR
authorities rejected their entrance visa, although their participation had
already been announced in tBge Union/ The Unionnewspaper from
Dresden.
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Vers'c')hnungsirche / Church of Reconciliation from Dresda

Hardly had they known that the entrance interdiction‘was in fact set solely for a

six weeks period. Nevertheless, they found out that aspect at the begirthang o

90s06, after consulting the files kept by
Starting from the late fall of 1988, the couplechad already given up, for a period

and out of precaution, to other voyages in the GDR, because of the death threats

received not only by both of them but also by other companions in sufferance.

Although William Totok was the only, dissident whose entrance visa had not

been rejected, he was under thé,strict surveillance all the time.

The Ministsry for the State Security ha
against the Banat inhabitants, as the late writer Jirgen Fuchs called the
preventive, administrative and destructive measures enforced by the German
secret police. On the etherrth the Securitate, acted differently, without having
previously entered-inte’ an agreement with the German Ministry for the State
Security. Therefareythe Romanian secret police decided to send covert operatives
in the Western Berlin to intimidate the Ramaa dissidents. Consequently, both
secret senvices served the security interests of the SED and the Romanian
Communist Party, respectively. Fortunately, their malicious attempts to silence
all critical voices failed. The permanent harassment applied thy dmcret
services seemed to give Herta Miller and her comrades (although we were many,
only three of us could be presented here today), a new reason to continue their
struggle to achieve their final goals: to keep sharing their experiences in more
realistc and vocal accounts and patrticularly to lay the bases of a new literature
designed to gently touch the readersd he
awarded to Herta Muller in December 2009 can surely be understood as an
acknowledgement of her contiruintransigent attitude.


http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:Vers%C3%B6hnungskirche_dresden_-_d.jpg

Ph.D. GeorgHERBSTRITT
Understanding and Celebrating, Warning and Hoping

The History Forum 2009 consisting of numerous manifestations
which paid a tribute to the events of 198@s been owmnized in Berlin,
from May 28" to May 3£ 2009. The first issue of thBulletin (4) / 2009,
Memorial 1989has already given an account of the event, pointing out
particularly the contribution brought by the Memorial Museum of the
Revolution ofT i mi wvbich prasented its itinerant exhibition.

In the following part of this paper we will give a report on an
international scientific conference organized under_ tistory Forum
2009 The speakers and the themes, the discussions.and the theses &re still o
present interest and very captivating.

The Conference took place from May™2@-May 303" 2009, being
organized by theDepartment of Education, ‘and ResearthAbteilung
Bildung und Forschungwithi The Bureau>for Administration of Stasi
Archives from Berlin / Berliner StasiUnterlagen Behorde under the
following title: The Year of the Revolution of 1989he Easti European
Democratic Revolution as A Caesura.of the European HisOrythe one
hand, the lectures delivered by, competent speakers fronouBtries
emphasized the various natienal ‘experiences and research methods related
to that year (1989) and, en, the other hand, the lectures built a timeline
highlighting the onset mements of the events that reached their peak in
1989. SpeakiWwmnmpgaboetvol héi on of 1989,
immediately after the Second World War, the Polish historian and former
activist of Solidafn8& | Mr. Kazimierz Wojcicki (Warsaw), has implicitly
characterized the year 1989 as the final of a longeantlitioral process.

The Hurigarian teacher of Philosophy, Agnes Heller (New York,
Budapest),~survivor of Holocaust and student of Georg Lukécs, has
analyzed;' in her opening speech, the European development starting with
1917, drawing thus the attention on the dnisial dimension of year 1989:
once with the downfall of the Soviet totalitarianism, the Europe became, for
the first time in its history, a free continent. In her opinion, this can be
regarded both as the most outstanding aftermath since 1945 untilatodiay
a blessingfor which Europe must respond through work. The Europeans
should work hard for their own ethnical position; nonetheless, they would
need a meaning of lifeand an identity, which however should not rely on
placing thereof on other communitiddore like a warning, she described
Europe as a paradox: although it is a continent which loves freedom, it

whi



revealed, along the time, an enormous aggression. Presently, Europe is a
continent which loves freedom, but which, at the same time, is highly
predigposed to cowardliness.
The same as Wojcicki, Heller referred to several modified forms of
resistance starting from the Second World War until the present day. Since
the political resistance failed in the Soviet Union, the moral resistance was
the singlef or m of resistance which survived st
the other hand, the underground movements, which lead to Sok&nno
Poland left behind the Polish resistance tradition, which, by its nature, was
a military resistance.
Heller explaned the strained relation between the-historical needs
and historical coincidences. She described the fall of the ‘Soviet system as a
necessity, because it deprivedthe people of their.elementary rights and
freedoms. Nonetheless, the moment and circumstasfcguch fall were not
predictable and could not be predicted because 'the development of the
historical events is always openedand dependent on casual constellations.
With reference to tthe 20yearsodé-cel ebrati
Eastern Européeller argued that it is more important to understand the
current situation than to celebrate it with,vanity. But, at the same time, you
can AunderstandNand celebrate, warn, and
The speeches delivered/by Prof. Alexander von Plato (Hagen /
Germany)and Prof. Viktor Zaslavsky (Rome) opened a new perspective on
the role played the both superpowers. Von Plato underlined the manner in
which former President of the USA, George Bush, immediately after taking
his office in January/1989, has vehemently ptduup, on the current
political agenda, the)overcome of the European division and how he
significantly detached himself from the purely rhetoric drives of his
predecessor, Ronald Reagan. Viktor Zaslavsky analyzed the reforming
Soviet Politics, using the xample of the nuclear catastrophe from
Chernobyl and making reference to the ma
19 8.6T; Gorbaciov used the example of t he
aut\horitiesd false reaction t ablebl ame t he
mistakes; he used the example of Chernobyl as motivation and catalyzer for
his glasnost politics. Nevertheless, the events that occurred two years later
found Gorbaciov totally wunprepared to a
the massacre ofthePo sh of ficers from Katy G, in 1
denied any knowledge he might have had on those documents, contrary to
the historical truth, though. In April 1990, during a meeting with Wojciech
Jaruzelski, he attributed the full responsibility forawtad happened in
Katy® to the management of the NKWD ( Nar
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Del |/ The Peopleds Commi ssariat for I nt el
as Hrusciov did, in 1956, Gorbaciov was not prepared to fully question the
Soviet system anthis fact proves the limits of the reforming politics. The
purpose of Glasnost and Perestroika was to stabilize and not to dissolve the
system.
Bernd Florath (Berlin) continued this analysis and ascertained that
Glasnost would have never had so muchugrice on both sides of
Germany unless the people had already understood the real purpose and
limits of Glasnost. Nevertheless, under the Glasnost mark and due to a
relative lack of knowledge, the people from the GDR (German‘bemocratic
Republic) would havelaimed freedoms which had not been,foreseen by the
Soviet reformers. Such claims finally dynamited the system:s
The events that preceded 1989 are strongly conpected to some other
mi sunder standi ngs and paradoxes. AThe C
mentiored by Florath, have practically led to the“grotesque situation of the
downfall of the SED $%ozialistische Einheitspartei-Deutschlands / Socialist
Unity Party of Germany), at the end of thessummer of 1989, allowing thus
the party members to find consistamswers t0 the current problems solely
from the groups in the opposition. In_Roland, according to Wojcicki, the
proclamation of the international war laws, in 1981, did nothing but
strengthening the underground (movement and favouring its spread on an
exterded area. Wojcicki supperted the thesis according to which the Soviet
leaders had wrongfully interpreted the Solidarndsts a current immanent
to the system, possibly~secialland democraticallgentred, and whose
antrcommunist and national orientatidhey had understood later on. As a
matter of fact, the Solidarnost movement was a triggering factor for the
Glasnost politics.
On the “other hand, llk&ascha Kowalczuk (Berlin) settled the
paradoXx® of both the Aa(Bgman Pacratist abi | it yo
Republic)y’and the fulminating changes starting with the fall of 1989,
des«ri bing the "apparent stabilityo as a
underlining the manner in which the people perceived that phase as a crisis
peri od. A Th ee neecntdioouns wWaasi laurted concl uded |
characterized the negative dynamics which was actually inherent, to this
phase of fAapparent stabilityo.
Agnes Heller made reference to the danger that the present religions
would prepare the field for potentiatalitarian systems; on the other hand,
she pointed out that, at the beginning of the last century, the totalitarian
ideologies of communism and natiorsacialism derived from the battle
against religions.



Heller and Kowalczuk provided an explanatory dab for some
disappointments which are now connected to 1989. The Paternalism, a state
of passive expectancy from the state, is still applicable and the new
freedoms were notonquered through a revolution, according to Heller.
Kowalczuk spoke about a rdution without utopia, because, in essence, the
final goal was the end of the SED domination and the implementation of the
rights of freedom which were deeply rooted in the Western states. Nobody
Should see the fARevol ut i osdactdtstpuld ved of u
be regarded as a fAfortunate glircumstance:t
The findings of Prof. Valters Nollendorfs (Riga), accerding to whom
the evolution of different countries from the Eastern Bloc would have been
similar from a macrdistorical point of view, in spite of thé remarkable
differences at the micrbistorical leel, were acknowledged in numerous
lectures pertaining to those countries. Consequently, there has been noted a
connection between Nold’endorfds | ecture
Vilimek (Prague), oni*the LSSR (the Czec
Jaros Rainer (Budapest) on Hungary, Raluca Grosescu (Bucharest) and
William Totok (Berlin) on Romania and, Prof. Stefan Troebst (Leipzig /
Germany) on Yugoslavia. Prof. Wolfgang Eichwede (Bremen / Germany)
pointed out that the samizdat of\the. /Soviet Union s@asehow fed by

national i sm, and” this fact was barely n
Neverthel ess, bWt became efficient start.i
t he Sovi et Uayi ono. Svitlana Hur ki na ( L

contribution brought by~theinderground GreeKatholic Church to the
incipient Ukrainian national consciousness, involving thus a tremendous
and, at the same (time, an elementary historical work, considering the
missing written testimonies. On the contrary, Christian Halbrock (Berlin
based his comparative essay on the ambivalent role of the churches from the
GDR (German Democratic Republiahd Poland, on better sources.
Besides Halbrock only few speakers dared to indicate direct
similarities between the countries and to show theierdependence.
Reinhard Weisshuhn (Berlin) somehow knew, using his own experience, to
give a description of the Hungarian di ss
as an intellectual challenge for the GRerman Democratic Republic)
opponents, and whickerved them as model for the culture of debating and
the emancipated themes and thinking. Oppositely, the underground GDR
movement did not play an inspirational role for the dissidents from other
countries of the Central Europe. Prof. Jerzy Holzer (Wagrsamwpared the
ARound Tableodo function from different co
this instrument operated differently in Poland and Bulgaria and what



consequences it brought up. The political concessions that characterized the
Conference for Secuyi and Cooperation in Europe were approached by
Walter SUR3 (Berlin); he emphasized how some countries, particularly the
GDR (German Democratic Republiahd Romania have tried, starting from
the mid 8006s, to neutralizentsumlee retroact
the Conference for Security and Cooperation, using unconventional means:
politics and secret services. Wolfgang Templin (Berlin) approached the
present, presenting a comparative study of the rebellions of the_end of the
millennium, paying a spé& attention to the revolution from Yugoslavia
(2000) and particularly to the mass revolutions and protests ‘emerged the
Ai mpl osion centreo, the fodwmer Soviet Uni
The symbolism of the visual and artistic meanssof-expression was
detailed by Andrea Genes ( Pot sdam [/ Ger many) and P
Misztal (Warsaw): the Solidarnost used its own recognizable symbols while
Afithe orange alternatiywo from Poland of
actions, revealed the daily absurdity in a surrealistic maiiherpurpose of
these actions was to approach ordinary people. Therefore, Matthias Braun
(Berlin), in his lecture on the literary Stene of the GD8erman
Democratic Republi¢)revealed that, «during the fall of 1989, numerous
writers showed no concern foheinterests of the majority, choosing to
rather despiset,the peopleds urge for the
GDR (German Democratic Republic) haslly exerted, starting with the
70s6, a Acompensatory pol i tfifreeddm functi on
to its countless readers.
As a whole, the“conference provided, besides to the-kmelvn
points of view, numerous facts and thesis, which could be found during the
following year in.a conference volume.
Beside many others points of interdbgre has been outstanding the
precision of_processing the events that preceded the revolutions of 1989.
Retrospectively, a question emerges: why was the erosion of the socialist
system_perceived so clearly by so few people back then? Nevertheless a
messag is obvious: we all should include the unimaginable intrinsic in our
ownrthinking, while analyzing the current crises.

Ph.D. GeorgHERBSTRITT



December 1989 in Timikoar a. From Po

l . Why Timikoar a?
The systemic crisis of theommunist regime, dramatically deepened at
the end of the ninth decade, brought about the onset of &b anéi u kriet 81¢ u
Ti mi kom Bacanber 161989, which soon spread to Lugoj, on December
20" and to Bucharest and other cities from Banat @rahsylvania, on
December 221
AWhli mi Roawas one of the quessi ons frequ
studied the events which had proven to be decisive for castifgew u K e s c U
and the collapse of the Romanian communist regime. As many-other questions
related to both the casting out of Nicol&&e a u K and~tha logical
conseqguence of the collapse of the communist regimey(Sieca u kaedshis u
clan had been the most emblematic figures of this regime, this inquest will find
several answers, too.
LivwiBi rtescu was the first to ask this
dedicated to the revolution @fi mi kamd gubleshed in March 1990. He was
also the first to give a reasonable answer validated by the geographical position,
the ethnic structure and thistorical evolution of the city from the banks of the
Bega Rivet.
After 1980, the crisis ofthe /eéommunist regime has been acutely felt in
Timis County and the city of i,smji kgoaduallg spreading over all sectors of
activity with profound implicationstathe social levél The shortage of raw
materials faced by most, of the plants and factoriesTin mi Kicear a
Electromotopro, ASolventulo, Al iunieodo Te
poor quality of the products for export and the production of absabgoods
determined the executive board of the party to progressively guide the exports
towards the , agricultural products. This strategy led to a considerable
diminishment.of the production of agricultural and processed food products for
domestic‘consuntipn and implicitly, to a severe food crisis and even to a state
of malnutrition ascertained in numerous families.
This is the reason why, according to an Informative Note of the secret
l ice agency which was al so6"8lpwn as the

po
the people |lined up in endless queues wer

'Traian Li vhee &e r 2 #nd &« mia K a-3a2r decentbrée 1989 [Why

Ti mi Kimd i ;P kK dacenaber 187 2291989, Ti mi koara, Facla Publi shi
1990, p. 1115

2 loan MunteanuStarea de spirit a popalSi e i din Timikoara premergttoal
Decembrie 1989 [The spirits of Timikoara communi
1989]i n AClioo6, an. |V,-7Tho. 1/2008, Bucharest, p. 69



against the local and central party officials, the government and basically,
against all bodi es P & pama soteddcomuntedor t hi s
the suppdive position of the workers within the largest plants and factories

of Ti mi w®oovards ghe events which had taken place in Poland, where the

ASolidarityo Union h a dpoliscaltmovenieft. a si gni f
Therefore, t he wor toy considérad dhat althdighd er n 0 F a
Aithe actions from Poland are justified

i e
limit to strike's to regain their rights
As the former firstsecretary of Timis County Committee_of the
Romani an Communi st Pfeed duying thék @ridluof BL | an, t
Ti mi K thea sitaation of the county he had to govemn‘starting with
November & 1989, was quite difficult and the spirits were“highly agitated.
In many plants and factories, the salaries of the employees were 80% below
the legal entitlements and the employees from thevagricultural sectors had
not been paid since Jdly
Nevertheless, despite that reality, the living conditions experienced
by the inhabitants of i mi kwera noh worse than those of most of the
Romanians. On the contrary! This is the“reason why the onset of the
Revolution from December 1989 hi.mj kwasaalsadue to some other
factors closely related to the European and democratic tradition, the ethnic
and heterogeneous structure, the, ‘geographic location of the city at the
Romani an westegwxhn border, the experiences
andthesudent sé ~movements from 1956 and | as
informatior?.
Due to a particular historical evolutigrthe Banat region, in general,
and parti(ccularly Timikoar a, represented

® Timié~County Directorate of National Archives, MeritsTimis County Committee of

Romani an Communist Party, case no. 256/1981, f. 2¢
* |bidem f. 12
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mainly characterized by Wit complementarify In parallel with the
dogmatism promoted by the communist activists in charge of culture, the
wooden language and the mass manifestations organized under the aegis of
ADaci adao or NCORPBaneaa oRp(R®natooemdl @ O [
cultural events during the communist perioll), mi distiaguiahed itself
by a different way of thinking expressed through the activity carried out by
several intellectual and artistic circles such as the Sigma Group, the
Aktionsgruppe Banat which gatleel young German writers, the
mul tilingual |l iterary groupsfi_of t he Wri
gatherings, the film libraries, the Phoenix Band, °etd@he “active
interculturality of Banat achieved by its interconfessional, interethnic,
interlingustic and intercultural hybridization may explainyto a broader
extent, both the onset of the Revolution of December, 198% ifmi kawda r a
the fApol e Tp ms Krbt@&mseobposbelwlttion transformation
of Romania. The synthetic expression luéde realities, emphasized by the
welkk nown sl ogan: AAzn_ t™o;ma tTAT m$r&k rea!ae a] mO©i ne
this moment, R 0 ma],nhasabeen utteredtwithethesaamgu e nt ! o
pathos both during the week of the greatordeals to which the city on the
Bega banks had been subject from DecembBrta®ecember 2% 1989,
and after the imsstauration of the new go
of the revolutideno.
Rich in natural resourees and populated by hardworking and
prosperous inhabitants, the-Banagion was not exactly a favourable place
to implant the communism~Being aware of that fact, the communist regime
attempted to impose itself by force and terror, faster than in any other region
of the country, ignoring the aspects related to image oepgon. On the
pretext of the proeximity to Yugoslavia, whose communist leader, losif Broz
Tito had unequivocally declared himself against the Stalinist system, the
officials of the Romanian communist regime plannedthesol | ed fABLr L gan
oper dati oenld"1950 over 2000 Romanians, Serbians, Germans,
Bulgarians and the list may go on, from Banat region and Mehedinti county
were_taken from their homes, by force and gathered in cattle wagons. After
two-horrifying weeks of travelling to nowhere, thiegve been left under the
open sky in different areas of the BLrt

8«tefa Buzktrnescu, Sorin PUnialedeintercuttueatitaeNeagu, Ana

activi. Banatul rom©nesc [A Model ,offi Aickdbaeal nter (
Westen Press, 2004, p. 64
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forced them to build their life from scratch, to struggle with hunger and lack
of money and to survive the freezing winters and burning sunimeneen
if a large number of deportees returned home after 4 or 5 years, they and
their children (most of them being born
forget the ordeal inflicted by the communists and whenever they had the
chance to express their true feelings altbatcommunist regime, they did it
in various forms.
It is not a coincidence that the most obvious and vocal forms of protest and
solidarity with the Hungarian revolution from 1956 came fforn mi_klpb a r a
was then when the studentsToi mi kassumirg lapossible risks, have
chanted power ful sl ogans ssus¢ch as: iDown
mor e Russi an s The intervertioncobthendpressivedforces
came instantly: over 800 students have been arrested and 29 have been
judgedandsentened t o pri son. AThe stud®ntsd move
to 31 1956, which gathered over 2000 students<from all academic centres
of Ti mi kwasa ttha first undisputable ammmunist manifestatidh
Undoubtedly, the additional information has playedignificant role in
setting off the revolution of i mi kTheprograms and news broadcasted
by the TV stations from Belgrade, NeS8ad and Budapest were constantly
watched by numerous inhabitants ®fif mi kwha had the chance to
witness a new realitgnd to have a@ecess to accurate information on the anti
communist movements from all” other countries subject to totalitarian
regimes. The information was- also received directly, since many citizens
from T i mi khachrelatives, friends or neighbours who resdtled in
different European countries.
Summing upy’we may conclude that December 1989 found-a pro
occidental, demacratic and attitalitarian feeling deeply rooted in the
community of TNC'mi Kk ©hés risathe reason why, beyond the obvious
economic cris With severe consequences on the society, this feeling has set

19 Viorel*Marineasa, Daniel VighiRu s a | i i 51. Fragmente din deportar
Penti ecost of 51. Fragments fr,onTitnhe ol2emqgr tMatrii onre ats
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off, whether helped or not by external instigators, within a favourable
international context, the revolution of December 1989

II. Preludes to December 18 1989

The first signals were given immediately after the riot of the workers of
Br akino Wovember 1987. Attempts have been made to organize a
demonstration again€te a u kKieTsicnmui Kbotlain the Unirii Square and in
the OperaSquare, on January?3988.The insufficiently planned strategy and
the fear of direct repressions from the vigilant officials caused the, significant
diminishment of the manifestation which was soon reduced to aydiscrete and
shy call: fAlf youdr®nUnr pat B ipaetothed ome on J
poor planning and the discrete mobilization of police and Securitate officers,
the actions turned to a simple stroll between both squares; however, it also
triggered a serious alarm for the docile authorities “whose only goal was to
maintain an anachronistic regime.

Another signal was given by the citizensTof mi koo Havember
15" 1989, after the football game played by the Romanian and Danish national
teams. The victory of the Romanian team and the qualification to the Footbal
World Cup tournament organized in Italy in 1990, brought thousands of people,
especially students, omi mi @ ssausd r eet s . The -terowd sang
r o mOmeAlwda k[e n t h e gand dRamtethsevieral sldgans, such as
ARomani a! 0 andCe au kieBidweunewswiaveled fast,
generating perplexity and -euriosity, so, the following day, hundreds of
inhabitants ofT i mi kwver@maaching on the streets downtown not only to
see for themselves whatyhad happened during the previous nighsdub al
continue the actions(“Unfortunately, the absence of a catalyst designed to join
and concentratethe- desire for action of the random groups of citizens was
conclusive.

During\ the days prior to November 14989, the park from the
University Campus was full of leaflets which called the students to join the
manifestation against the communist regime organized in the Opera Square of
Ti«mi koo Bavember 19 at 4:00 p.m. The leaflets drafted by hand in four
cod ours had the following message: AAl I
Sunday, November 191989, 4:00 pm., to Opera Square, to manifest under the

'Ti mi ko2dewemi6 1989 [ Ti mi k§a2241989pedéembenafld, Facl a
Publishing House, 1990, p.-85; see also Titus Sucl,be por t aj cu sufl etul | a gurt
One Br,eaTihnmilkoar a, Sei con Pru(tohtihusdiReportaj ciHo u s e, 1990,
sufletd | a . @ Htofkin One Breatho..] )
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following slogan: Freedom, DIGNITY!! Down with the LIES, TYRANNY,
POVERTY AND °*THEFT! ! 19

On the scheduteday and time, scattered groups of people were strolling down

the Opera Square and since nobody started the protest, the groups spread after a
while.

Soon after this attempt, a new signal of revolt agaihsta u K ss c u
dictatorship would be given by theovkers of the largest factory ®fi mi K oar a
the U.M.T. On November #3the very same day when the proceedings of the
14" Congress of the Romanian Communist Party were in full_swing in
Bucharest, a group of workers from U.M.T. tried to mobilize theyeyepl®
within the factory to join them to a manifestation against theleetion of
Ce a u k asstleugeneral secretary of the Romanian, Eeammunist Party.
Consequently, a large number of citizens from otherfactories have been
contacted and a group of 3800 people gathered in thexfactory yard chanting:
ARomani ans, C 0ome wi th us! o and t hen
Unfortunately, due to the demobilizing intervention” of unit manager, most of
the workers failed to find the necessary courage to go on with théspand
returned to their units. Numerous arrests @nd‘threats folfowedin, nothing
serious happened f@e auwesescegyi me but. ... December
no time

lll. A Spontaneous Revolt'oran External Plot?

Despite these realities, that tivate and fully justify the onset of the
revolution of the citizens 'off i mi K shartly aafter the casting out of
C e a u g rmmerous journalists and analysts fond of sensational or connected,
by hidden interests or dirty pasts, to the former commueggine, including
without limitationto the Army and the Securitate, have launched the version of
an external plot elaborately planned by the Soviet and American secret services
aiming to chase‘away the dictatorial regime. A former obsessiOrech u K e s c u
which speculated the presence of foreign secret agents whose missions were to
instigate the population, and which was also circulated on the occasion of the
revalt\of B r a #ramvNovember 28 1987, was soon to be embraced, at first
by very few people bugs the time went by and the discontent towards the new
postrevolution government increased, more and more people adhered to that
theory which became a genuine trend. Given that context, among other
exegetes of the events of December 198@x Mihai Sto@escl, a Romanian

% http://www.vestul.ro/stiri/485/indemfa-revolutiein-noiembrie1989.htm, 09.01.2009
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politician and writer, has distinguished himself by his tenacity proven along the
time. Following the same logics of the crucial role played by the foreign secret
agents in setting off and planning the revolfaf mi kthe &weras wish had
taken place inTi mi kwearrea det ai l ed in the <coll ecti
Romani an Ar my i n t he Revol uti on of Dece
Costache Codrescu and published in two editions.
The supporters of the theory involving the external plot orchestrated
againstC e a u kbg thecRussians and Americans are also speaking about the
recruitment and special training of several Romanian runaways fram different
camps in Hungary, who were to Isent, articularly in the Banat and
Transylvania areas to instigate the population. Their mission was that
Al mmedi ately after havi nga~Kknowl edge of a
place of these areas .... to urgently travel there to amplifydaadt such
confllicto
A new diversionist group sent by the Soviet'secret services consisted of
tourists who transited our country, by personal vehicles, heading to Yugoslavia.
On an average, 80 to 100 cars entered our eountry on a daily basis. At the same

tme,he activity of ,slever al i ndividual s fAkn
carrying out propagandistic activities invelving also a series of {duloet
intellectuals fromiT i mi €basabeéen intensified. We hav

we could not to find the @htity of these highly influential intellectuals for the
educated environment ®fi mis’k,0 ar a
The supporters of the<foreign plot have also assigned an important role
to the general consul of Xugoslaviani mi kMagkao Atanaschovici, who
was consideredeagent.ofithe Hungarian secret services. He is claimed to have
been mainit)ained a close contact wi th the
frequently crossed the border between Romania and Yugoslavia, sometimes

personal«[Revolution. The Beginning of Truth. A Personal Accolutharest, Topaz
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December 1989]Bucharest, Bic All Press, 2005 (continudthe Fight for Poweg ) De
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even 2 or “3Neveitheless it iomntba knawledge that both the
revolutionists from the Civic Committee established within the premises of the
former Timis County Committee of the Romanian Communist Party and the
revolutionists from the Opera balcony have made repeated efforts to send th
list of claims to the Yugoslavian Consulate which, in its turn, was to send the
list both to the embassy and to the Taniug agéncy

The first manifestation against the regime, which took place in
December 1989, was also attributed to the foreign ageatsig the night of
December 10 7 11" thousands of leaflets containing a@te@ U Kk e s ¢ U
messages, such as ADown wCeBukieghsecudi ct at
despotism!o and ADeath to~the dictator!
Ti mi kDuang &e firsthours of the morning, the militia~officers were
mobilized to gather the leaflets. Since the authors of, those actions have not
been identified and nobody assumed that form of protest, both Alex Mihai
Stoenesctt and Sergiu Nicolaestiiconsidered that-thetieign agents spread
those leaflets to provoke the repressive forces and’to prepare and stimulate the
citizensofT i mi koar a

The very same agents would, have” acted on Decemb2rans
December181 989 aroundsthe residenctern of pastor
the actions of the citizens who hadwcome to support the pastor who was to be
evicted based.aoan”  a court order, into a f
those agents, as the former head of the Romanian Intelligence Service, Virgil
ML g u r e a ntagether amithdqther groups, the-salled Soviet tourist
groups.... who came by Lada cars, some athletic young persons who always
travelled AW groupso woTi mi domiatséa i nsti gat e
According to Sergiu Nicolaescu, the surveillargents would have identified,

among t hley people surrounding TRk®sb6 resid
service’s, " who wer e t ¥ BésidegthefacttHatnenead i n t he
the thousands of people who samaanyched arou

suspicious individuals, none of the agents of the local Securitate acknowledged
that hypothesis, as we will see in the following pages. Furthermore, it is also
cl«ai med that the conviction of TRk®s had
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consideredtbh e fAthe most fearful®adatthg of the 1
same time Ajust a pretext, ai med at and
f o r & dfshe deasons of this conviction have been clarified by Marius
Mioc’, the aspects related to the role pl:
revolutionofTi mi o &r anuch <c¢l earer . Paraphrasing I
attempt to identify the connection between the European Revolution of 1848
and the Revolution from the formBomanian States, we can undoubtedly state
that the attempt to evict the Reformed Pastor was just the occasion_and not the
cause of the revolt of the inhabitantsTof mi kTdeafaciathat the things are
as described above is proven not only by the redeedlls of the pastor
addressed, on December"16o the people gathered in front.ef*his parochial
residence to leave and avoid any potential incidents, but alse’by the fact that in
the afternoon of that dayw tniulouacti ons to
revoltagansCe auwessdict at or s N~

Another controversial moment related to the,onset of the revolution of
Ti mi kaonadr at he potent i al presence of a fAst
depicting the vandalizing of storefronts, on,Decembé? a6d 17. The
dexterity shown by some peoples invelved“in vandalizing the storefronts as
well as their serenity and calmness drawsthe attention of several eyewitnesses.
Therefore, Vasi Neww/ Andrak remembers: 0The w
and the bookstoredm the corner ’were being vandalized. The authors were
four baldheaded young individuals dressed in civil clothes, armed with some
maces, | 6d s-ay s p el@0malbng having rbotlh endsn s of 1,
provided with metallic rings:~All they did isto smasth e wi ndows ! I have
seen one of them entering the store and taking something!! It was like they
were holding a grudge)against the poor windows and it seemed that they love
smashing/¥hem downbo

As Sandu Hanuk al so r eme mbashed : AnMost v
by a group ef seven or eight persons armed with maces which looked like some
booze bottles. Where did they come from and how did they know to bring those
t 00dTs witThis i$ \whg soP® exegetes of the event§ af mi K o ar a
perceive those groupssa ff or ei gn mercenaries i nvol v

!> De la regimul comunidia regimul lliescé [ From t he Communi st Regi me tc
Regime..]p. 169
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operationso or just deliberate diversioni
and the Army to justify the repression of the demonstratdtewever, a large
number of the people who had been marching aoiegimg during those days
do not agree to these hypotheses, considering that the smashing of store
windows was just a form of protesting against the regime and against the rough
intervention of the repression forces. They do not exclude the presenteiof ei
the perpetrators or the people driven by the tendency to steal goods.
In some cases, the arguments used to justify a foreign intervention in
Ti mi ke tarfetched and even hilarious. Therefore, the commander of the
Military Unit 01185 declared ttan the morning of December e military
column deployed in the Opemna Square for
magnet, being surrounded by numerous individuals whgpearances and
clothes clearly indicat edultlifingé It hey wer e
we had been talking about a remote village from\the Apuseni Mountains, a
di fference between theslocalsd clothes a
been seen and justified, but we are speaking'\about an academic and multi
ethnic city and cesequently, such differentiations are difficult, if not
l mpossible to be .,made. The all egation ac
day, several flags bearing the official symbols of Hungary emerged from the
c r o ¥, deems also fdetched. Nofie of the demstmators acknowledged the
presence of the Hungarian flags, and, considering that state of mind, it is hard to
assume that somebody would have made such imprudence.
It is however undisputable the fact that, during those daysmi Kk o ar a
has been visited byumerous-tourists, particularly the tourists who came from
the Republic of MoldovayThe problem is not related to their presence but to
their number and effective involvement in the onset and catalysis of the
citizensdOy revol t.
Acconding t o t he researches conducte
Ti mi Kssaeciation, in December 1989, the hotels of the city accommodated
a number of 1638 foreign tourists, less than in November of the same year,
when their number had reached to Z#9Thepossibility to accommodate the
tourists in the city camping was clearly excluded because it was closed during
the*winter. If those people had stayed on the streets, mingled with the crowd or
hidden in vehicles parked in different locations, they would haxa®ubtedly
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been identified both by the inhabitants of the city, who, during those incendiary
days, were on the run to avoid being arrested, and by the repressive forces. The
fact that no strangers or suspicious persons have been seen is acknowledged by
hundreds of persons who actively attended those events. We quote the
testimony given by the former political
Aln my opinion, as a person who marched,
through the entird i mi kdayadanight, reaching different points of the
city, no terrorists were here... | did not witness any armed foreign or Romanian
citizens among %t Ahe sathe nhing swill rbetaso s O
acknowledged by Dan Voinea, after more than ten years of ‘studyeof th
Revolution of 1989: Aexcepd for sever al
been found among the victims recorded in the entire country... The merit of
setting off the Romania revolution belongs solely to the'citizesiofmi K o ar a
and they would have efinitely seen, among themy, foreigners, whether
Hungarians, Germans, Americans or Russians, wha were instigating the crowd.
Nobody led the citizens; they were led by theirown discontent against the
regime>. AUNt il now, wer h av dizens armhongitreeent i fi ed
victims or the shoeterso, the former <chie
Ti mi kdeckneda From December ™60, December 191989, over 900
persons have been arrested, irrespective whether they had attended or not the
demongtations, being taken framthe’streets, the railways station, the parking
areas or from other places. Howeyver, no foreign citizen was found among those
persons. The same thing applies to the 73 dead people recorded until December
2291989 and the 296 injad.

The most powerful arguments that invalidate the role of the foreign
agents in the onset(of) the revolt of the citizen§ of mi kcanme rfr@n the
official reports prepared by the Securitate and from the affidavits given by the
Securitate officers”and the Ministry of Interior. Therefore, Radu Tinu, the
deputy commander of the County Securitate, who had been on the streets
together withhis subordinates even from the very first moments of the revol,
declared~during the Trial of i mi ktlmai&a aceording to the information
gat\hered during those days it here have
ctd pable of havi nd®Askebby thecase prasétatcsi€ pr ot est
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as a result of the informative operations he had performed, he found any
instigators, Tinu answe®ed unequivocally,
A similar stand was also taken by Col. Filip Teodorescu, deputy
commander of the Romani&@ounterintelligence Service, who had been sent
toTi mi knathe night of December 161989, together with a group of 14
officers from different divisions of the State Security Department to identify the
foreign agents arrived there to destabilize fibétical situation of Romania,
Afequi pped wi t h a {tommumistt and nanfiRkananibn ant i
propagandi &tnihis firsriafarneative reoté duting those, days, he
sent three informative notes to Buchaiesent on December $94.989'to Gen.
lulian Vlad, the head of the State Security Department,-Filip Teodorescu
reported that no | eaders ha@ad been identif
spontaneous, being generated by the general dissatisfaction (what?!) feld by the
citizens ofT i mi akaadaalso by the people from othercounties of the country
&°. During the trial, he reconsidered the spontaneolis character of the events
emerged on December3i6 989, specifying that fAthe dat
to the officials in Bucharest mentiondtht the manifestations had been and are
still spontaneous and they are not the result of previous planning or intervention
of any f o eDuripg theasgneertrials Filip Teodorescu declared
frankly that ddorswng fimek ededgpderllourper i od of
efforts, we did not manage to obtain,any data that might confirm that agents of
foreign intelligence services would have been infiltrated in Timis County to
destabilize tfeUnfpriorately, the raoral peobity dicse i o n o
two representatives of the-Securitate has been damaged because, over the years,
they have changed their opinions regarding the event¥ iofmi kimar a
collusion with the masmedia eager for sensational, they are currently some of
the most vocal sumpters of the plot organized by foreign intelligence services
in December 19891 i mi kgaasiC& aukK es cu
Neither Major Gen. Emil Macri, head of the Economic Counter
Intelligence~Division within the Department of State Security, nor Lt. Col.
Gabriel_Anastasiu, deputy commander of the Divisioiinternal Intelligence
Directorate, who had been senflto mi kascampanied by the same group
of* of ficers, to identify fAthe instigator s
mi ngl ed wi t h dnohcenfirm the exidtence ofche foreign secret
agents. Therefore, on Decembel 1889, Emil Macri informed lon Coman,

" |bidem vol. II, p. 459
%8 |bidem vol. 1, p. 280
29 |bidem p. 301
%0 |bidem p. 315
% bidem p. 292



t hat he Aidentified no foreign agentso
knowledge according to which certain instigators and foreidividuals had
come to destabilize thé Dprind thetiat al situat
Gabriel Anastasiu testified that #Ait was
instigation or about such kind of runaway, fugitive individuals, but a question
of distinct activities attended by prol et
Col . Gheorghe Carakct, reached the same ¢
by Gen. Emil Macri consisted in finding the leaders of the events from
Ti mi kaftex th@ougpoing investigations, and their potential connections
with any external hostile elements. The Securitate officers have conducted
numerous investigations regarding the aspects stated above ... | can now
declare, according to the investigations performedhet«Penitentiary of
Ti mi ktloakno aspects of particular interest for the Securitate officers have
been identified. o
Both the reports and testimonies illustrated above deserve a special
attention. All these highanked officers with leading positioms Securitate,
have been senti mi wmaaspeaial mission; to identify both the leaders of
the revolt and the foreign agents whoshad allegedly instigated the citizens of
Ti mi k ®he rhghranked officers .and the county Securitate officers
benefitedfrom the entire logistics available at that time and were more than
motivated to satisfy the orders given by their superiasto clarify the real
causes of the revolt and to attribute everything that had happened to the
destabilizing and instigatinigreign agents. Since no such elements have been
identified, we can conclude-that either such agents were just the fruit of
imagination or, if they didyexist, they played no role in the development of the
events off i mi kKTbefackhat, in the meanwailithe very persons who had
been desperately.loeking for the foreign secret agents, during those days, are
now the most v@cal supporters of the external plot thoroughly planned in
relation to the events from i mi Ki® jast amatter of nostalgia for ge
long-gone days, a nostalgia that is explained by their eagerness for publicity.
The historical investigation cannot be performed based on impressions but
based on documents and facts, and all documents known by this time lead to
one-single idea: givenh¢ favourable and somehow stimulating external
context, the revolt of the citizens @fi mi khasabeem triggered by the
unprecedented crisis of an anachronistic regime hated by the large majority of
Romanians.

2 |bidem p. 37
3 Apud Alex Mihai Stoenescup. cit, p. 485



With or without the presence of the foreigecret agents, the protest of

Ti mi khasabeea decisive, dramatic and even heroic and this fact is also
acknowledged by the supporters of the external plot agélrsta u K e s c u
Therefore, in an interview given to John Simpson, the eulitohief of

external news department of BBC, about the role of the foreign secret agents,

Virgil Mbtgureanu stated t halti mitkliag aout si
among other aspects, isalincluded the intervention of certain groups which

have been previously trained, outside the country, to intervene in_a potential
rebelliono, but At WMe mi ecan@itle atoifutedtch e popul a
such destabilizing groups; they have ofayilitated a certain planning of the

events and perhaps, they may have directed them ... but underno circumstances

were they the persons to determine the course of evefits,ahi kaaddhe a

ampl i t ud® The $ame leg fiscalso followed by.Serdiicolaescu

who decl ared fAbot h Ti me /kvahishmware éefintefy event s f
antrcommunist, and the outcome thereof, have been fundamentally triggered

and decided by the population®f mi &% ara

| V. Timikoara Tdked&i2"1989and: December
Indeed, the period from Decembef’16 December 22 1989 has been

the most tragic week of the historyofithe CityTof mi kTheaanset of the

revolt of the citizens of i mi .loce@tedan the afternoon of Decembel'16

1989 in Maria Squa, in close proximity to the residence of the Pastor Laszlo

TRk ®s . At abeout 7: 00 p.m., the trams wel
shouted foratheCthRug®stiamei MObewni wirtyh sl og
marked the shift from an action of solidastyi t h Past or TRKk®s, an ac

was a vivid expression)of the w&thown civism of the inhabitants, to a revolt

againstC e a u k\ehilt in its turn, was the expression of the discontentment

against an aggressive and dictatorial regime. It was then thle spark of the

revolution has been triggered and that was also the moment when the role

pl ayed by Pastor TRk®s i nTitnhiekhasheavael op men
reachedian end. Nevertheless, those who triggered the spark stopping the trams
and¢shoutig the slogan which was so loved by the Romanians during those

days, had nothing to do with the foreign secret agents!! They were two simple,
ordinary citizens: | o®hThe/seedoftheriothad Dani el
been thrown over a fertile soil; otimase, even if all secret services of the

“Cntrebtri cé Questiohswithor withost@nswesd,.p. 4546

% Sergiu Nicolaescu,upta pentru putere [The Fight for Powér], p. 51

®¥Archives of the Memor i afonddtoh MoRaan §Meritst lbonon of Ti mi k
Monoran]; see also Bniel Vighi,Mono a oprit tramvaiele [Mono Stopped the Trags] i n

AOrizonto, Timikoaf2006,pn22&. 1 as of January 23



world had joined forces, together with a traitorous segment of the Securitate, to
cast outC e a u Kthescitizens off i mi wvoudd have not risked their lives
and freedom solely to please several foreign oil lmmaspirators. The fact that
the Romanians and particularly the citizen3 of mi wverenotaso credulous,
simpleminded and so easy to manipulate, as some would like us to think, is
over and above proven after launcheof 9006 s, by
the Proclamation off i mi K thea plaaning of numerous demonstrations
against the politics implemented by the new governors, and, why not, the votes
casted over the years.

Indeed, after 7:00 p.m., the situation in Maria Square goteut of hand:
the traffic was stopped, the number of demonstrators kept growing by the hour
(over 2000) and their attitude was undoubtedly contraf/éca‘w'® 8 s ¢ @ gi me .
Confronted with an unprecedented situation, the authorities intervened using all
necessary means and force. At first, an intervention“squad and numerous fire
brigade vehicles were deployed there. The demonstrators resisted heroically
and the a#mpt of the repressive forces to spread the crowd and reinstate order
fizzled out, in spite of the order given /e a u ki@ thecfitst secretary of
Timis County CommiAgtiee of the Romanian C«
settle the crisis within an holir

Getting enough courage, a’‘massive group of demonstrators marched to
the Party County Committee, crosSing the Michelangelo Bridge, passing by the
State Bank, the Post Office and strolling down the 23 August Boulevard.
Over whel med by t h aredenstéonnitite a diRl@uewithBL | an d
the demonstrators whosesnumber exceeded by far 2000 persons, although he
knew he stood up wellwith the inhabitants Bfi mi k Oraer @hose
conditions, the demonstrators attacked the premises, smashed down the
windows and attempted to tear up the symbols of communism. Realizing the
troops available“at that moment were not able to control the crowd, the first
secretary demanded the County Inspectorate of the Ministry of Interior to
deploy new-troops. A squad under tloatcol to the Counterterrorism Division
(U.S.LLAY); equipped with special suits, shields, batons, masks and helmets was
sent_to defend the premises and spread the demonstrators. Using special
edtipments, including vials of tear gas, the squad managedstate ordéef.
At 8:45 p.m., the first secretary demanded Lt. Col. Constantin Zeca, who acted
as the substitute of the commander of the Large Mechanized Corps Division, to
organize and send out troops and combat logistics to participate, together with
the officers of the Ministry of Interior, in restoring order in the city. As a result

Procesul devolllihp T429i koar a
¥ |bidem p. 1433



of the order passed by Gen. Vasile Milea, the Minister of National Defence, 24
patrols of 10 armed soldiers each, without yet carrying ammunition, were sent
out in the city®.

In the meantime, the demonstrators regrouped in Maria Square and,
after 11:00 p.m., at the call of Sorin Oprea, a mechanic at Electrometal
Ti mi koara, they headed out to the Metropc
bridgeé®. As the number of the peoplgathered there was too small, the
demonstrators decided to set out to the campus to ask the students _to join them.
At the same time, another group of demonstrators was heading out to the same
campus, coming from Cal ea Bumathek ul ui and
two groups got together, Sorin Oprea lifted on a unit generatsformer and
asked the demonstrators to march back to the Metropolitan‘€athedral to ask for
the support of the metropolitan bishop in facilitating ‘a dialogue with the
authoritie§™. On the way back to the Metropolitan Cathiedral, the demonstrators
literally shattered all panels and boards displaying, communist slogans. After
midnight, the demonstrators arrived to the Cathedral. Over 10000 people began
to sing two songs of utmost impant& e ~f O r al | Romani ans: AT
Unityo and fAAwakens thee, Romani an! o and
the guidance of Sorin Oprea, t*?he sl ogan:
From there, the demonstrators decided/to head out to several highly gapulat
areas of the cityi,e. the,Ciurcumval aSiuni i, Cal ea Ar
Zones, to encourage other citizens to join and to return to the Cathedral with
new and fresh forces.

Unfortunately, the €ommunist authorities did not wait long to respond
to those stimuli and aeted as such. After several discussionvétla u Kk e s ¢ u
Radu Btl an)” was to personally and uncondi
demonstrators, keeping in touch with lon Popescu, chief inspector with Timis
County Inspectorate under thilinistry of Interior (lon Popescu has
miraculously, _succeeded to advance, from an ordinary mineworker, to the
Of fi cer Cadet School , t he Military Acad
Gheorghi uo Academy) and Traian Si ma, hea

%Neculai DamianSc ©nt ei a vine din vitzdavd]l [TTihmei kOpaarak Co me
Eurostampa Press, 1999, p-44

““Ar mata romOnt “n RevoluSia din decembrie [Roman
December], 1989, " Edition Il-a, Bucharest, Military Press, 1998, p. 56 (continued:

Armata rom©nt fERomani an Ar my]

“1 Miodrag Milin, Ti mi ko2t add&embrie 89 [Timi Randra bet ween
December 2% 1989, Ti mi koar a, 1 9 9betweerpDecerBb@r Y%amdo nt i nue d :
December 2% 1989; see alsdT i mi k o-22rdecembre 1989 [between Decembef 15

and December 221989], p. 60
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